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Christmas Programs
Our youth will be having their Christmas

programs at school on the following dates:
Monday, December 5th @ 6:00pm -- Alyson &
Monte at Boyne City High School
Kortnie @ 7:00pm at East Jordan Elementary
Tuesday, December 6th @ 7:00pm -- Katie &
Kalissa @ East Jordan Elementary
Wednesday, December 7th @ 6:00pm -- Sophie
& Alyssa at Boyne City High School
Thursday, December 8th @ 6:00pm -- Sarah &
Isaiah at Boyne City High School
Kaleb @ 7:00pm at East Jordan Elementary
Charity @ 7:30pm at Boyne City High School
Monday, December 12, @ 7:00pm -- Sarah &
Isaiah at Boyne City High School
Thurs, December 15, @ 7:00pm -- Brooke has a
band concert at Boyne City High School

I know everyone can't be at two places at
once, but  please try to support our youth on the
dates & place that you can.  I know they all
appreciate it when you are there.

Our congregation Christmas Program will
be Sunday, December 18th at 6:00pm.

God's Work Children's
Clothing Pantry

Our next children's clothing pantry will be held
December 17th, from 2-4pm.  Anyone that can help
with set up on Friday evening and during the pantry
would be much appreciated.

Merry Christmas
Christmas Day

Christmas is on a Sunday this year, so we
will only have Worship Service at 11:00am.
Please come and celebrate Jesus' birth with us.

New Years Day
 We will have worship service at 11:00am
on this Sunday as well.
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Boyne City Beacon
Pastors: Sandi Ecker & Ron Fuller

Editor:   Sandi Ecker
The Boyne City Beacon is published by the Boyne
City Congregation of Community of Christ.  If you
would like a copy of the newsletter mailed to your
home, contact Sandi Ecker, PO Box 489, Walloon
Lake, MI 49796-0489; phone (231) 547-0429.
Donations for mailing costs accepted and
appreciated.  To receive an email version in PDF
format contact Sandi at leesan@charter.net or
sandi.ecker@gmail.com

Happy December Birthday!

Prayer Requests
 In your daily personal prayers, please
remember those on this list.

All military and civilians serving in
dangerous places

Our church members and friends
around the world

Marlene Groh -- arthritis

Our enemies --  “. . . for they know
not what they do.”

Michelle Archer -- peace, joy, strength & healing.

Sophia Eber --  Doing great

Ileen Newlin  -- still having some issues

Janet Balogh -- Tremors

Houghton Lake Congregation

Sue McDonald -- breast cancer

Karen Ryan -- liver problems

Tim Follette -- Leukemia

               December 9:   Sarah Eaton
         12:   Krista Hawley
         20:   Sherry Follette
         24:   Robin Berry

Anyone desiring to direct the
Reunion/Family Camp at the Park of the
Pines next summer, contact the Mission
Center Office at (517) 541-2575 or (888)
853-2339
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Pastor's Column
By Sandi Ecker

The month of December is usually a busy one
for everyone.  Our congregation is no exception.  We
have many activities, both in the church and in the
community.

The youth are practicing every Sunday
morning at 10:00am for the Christmas Program,
December 18th at 6:00pm.  Allison Seamon is
directing the program, and asks for your support in
getting your children to the church on Sunday by
10:00am.

On the first page is a list of school programs
that our youth are involved in.  I know there are
programs that are at the same time, in two different
places, so support those that you can.

Saturday, December 10th, at 5:00pm, we will
have a Sacrifice Potluck Dinner and Candy Bar
Bingo.

Sunday, December 11th, at 4:00pm: we have
the Grandvue Service.  We are hoping to have our
children sing for the residents.  The residents always
enjoy seeing the young people and enjoy singing.
Let's help them have a great Christmas season.

Wednesday, December 14th, after the
Fellowship at The Brook, we will pack the Christmas
bags.  When we all work together, it goes quickly, so
come and help if you can.  We will meet at the church
a little after 7:00pm.

Our Children=s Clothing Pantry will be
Saturday, December 17th from 2-4pm.  Anyone that
can help with set up and during the pantry, would be
much appreciated.

Sunday, December 18th at 6:00pm, is our
Christmas Program.  Invite your friends and share in
the fellowship, as well as support our youth as they
sing, recite poems and be in a play.  There will
probably be a surprise guest as well.

Christmas is on a
Sunday this year, so we
will have a worship
service at 11:00am.  It is
our hope that all can attend as we celebrate Jesus=
birth.

Eleanor West is opening her home for a New
Years Eve Party.  More details will be in the bulletin.

Shopping has become a pretty substantial
part of the North American Christmas tradition.  Yet
Christmas is and should be so much more than what
we buy. Gifts are fun, both to give and receive, but
they are only symbolic of a much greater gift:

“For God so loved the world that He gave His
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

The love of God came down to earth - now
that is something to celebrate!

It’s easy to become overwhelmed by the
busyness of Christmas. That doesn’t mean we have
to lose track of the significance of this time of year, or
miss out on the opportunities it can present.

Wishing you a blessed Christmas, as we
celebrate our Savior's birth!
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Being Different
Can Be A Blessing

The True Story Of Rudolph
--- Author Unknown

A man named Bob May, depressed and
brokenhearted, stared out his drafty apartment
window into the chilling December night.

His 4-year-old daughter Barbara sat on his lap
quietly sobbing. Bob's wife, Evelyn, was dying of
cancer. Little Barbara couldn't understand why her
mommy could never come home. Barbara looked up
into her dad's eyes and asked, "Why isn't Mommy just
like everybody else's Mommy?" Bob's jaw tightened
and his eyes welled with tears. Her question brought
waves of grief, but also of anger. It had been the story
of Bob's life. Life always had to be different for Bob.

Small when he was a kid, Bob was often
bullied by other boys. He was too little at the time to
compete in sports. He was often called names he'd
rather not remember. From childhood, Bob was
different and never seemed to fit in. Bob did complete
college, married his loving wife and was grateful to
get his job as a copywriter at Montgomery Ward
during the Great Depression.

Then he was blessed with his little girl. But it
was all short-lived. Evelyn's bout with cancer stripped
them of all their savings and now Bob and his
daughter were forced to live in a two-room apartment
in the Chicago slums. Evelyn died just days before
Christmas in 1938.

Bob struggled to give hope to his child, for
whom he couldn't even afford to buy a Christmas gift.
But if he couldn't buy a gift, he was determined to
make one - a storybook! Bob had created an animal
character in his own mind and told the animal's story
to little Barbara to give her comfort and hope.

Again and again Bob told the story,
embellishing it more with each telling. Who was the
character? What was the story all about?

The story Bob May created was his own
autobiography in fable form. The character he created
was a misfit outcast like he was. The name of the
character? A little reindeer named Rudolph, with a big

shiny nose. Bob finished the book just in time to give
it to his little girl on Christmas Day.

But the story doesn't end there.

The general manager of Montgomery Ward
caught wind of the little storybook and offered Bob
May a nominal fee to purchase the rights to print the
book. Wards went on to print, "Rudolph, the Red-
Nosed Reindeer" and distribute it to children visiting
Santa Claus in their stores.

By 1946 Wards had printed and distributed
more than six million copies of Rudolph. That same
year, a major publisher wanted to purchase the rights
from Wards to print an updated version of the book.

In an unprecedented gesture of kindness, the
CEO of Wards returned all rights back to Bob May.
The book became a best seller. Many toy and
marketing deals followed and Bob May, now
remarried with a growing family, became wealthy
from the story he created to comfort his grieving
daughter.

But the story doesn't end there either.

Bob's brother-in-law, Johnny Marks, made a
song adaptation to Rudolph. Though the song was
turned down by such popular vocalists as Bing
Crosby and Dinah Shore, it was recorded by the
singing cowboy, Gene Autry. "Rudolph, the Red-
Nosed Reindeer" was released in 1949 and became
a phenomenal success, selling more records than
any other Christmas song, with the exception of
"White Christmas."

The gift of love that Bob May created for his
daughter so long ago kept on returning back to bless
him again and again. And Bob May learned the
lesson, just like his dear friend Rudolph, that being
different isn't so bad. In fact, being different can be a
blessing.
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December 2016
Date/Time    Worship Leader Speaker  Assisting  Musician
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

    Evening Activities                        Dates to Remember

Wed, Dec. 14, 6:00pm:  Fellowship at The Brook

Wed,  Dec. 21, 6:00pm:  Congregational Planning
Meeting

Wed, Dec. 28, 6:00pm: Prayer & Share

Sat, Dec. 10, 5:30pm: Sacrifice Supper & Candy
Bar Bingo

Sun, Dec. 11, 4:00pm:  Grandvue Service

Sat, Dec.17, 2-4pm: Chldren's Clothing Pantry

Sun, Dec. 18, 6:00pm:  Congregation Christmas
Program

Tues, Dec. 27, 11:00am -- 4:45pm:  Red Cross
Blood Drive at our church

Sat, Dec. 31, 8:00pm:  New Years Eve Party at
the home of Eleanor West

December 4:                The Kingdom of Heaven Has Come Near
Second Sunday of Advent -- Joy

10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: L. Ecker  R. Fuller     A. Seamon
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
December 11:                 Are You the One Who Is to Come?

Confirmation Service
Third Sunday of Advent -- Peace

10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: S. Ecker  R. Eaton     A. Seamon
   4:00pm: Grandvue Service
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
December 18:                        Emmanuel: God with Us

Fourth Sunday of Advent -- Love
10:00am: Classes

           11:00am: R. Fuller  S. Ecker     A. Seamon
   6:00pm: Christmas Program
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
December 25:                        God's Love Made Visible

Christmas Day
           11:00am: S. Ecker  L. Ecker     A. Seamon
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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