
2016 International Peace Award Recipient 
We are pleased to announce Liberian peace activist Leymah Gbowee 
(pronounced beau we) as the 2016 Community of Christ  
International Peace Award recipient. Ms. Gbowee will receive the 
award during World Conference at 7:00 p.m. Saturday, June 4, 2016, 
in the Auditorium Conference Chamber in Independence, Missouri. 
This service of “Celebrating Peace” also will commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the Children’s Peace Pavilion. Please join the award 
presentation and keynote address in person or by live webcast 
(www.CofChrist.org). 

 

Ms. Gbowee is the founder and president of the Gbowee Peace Foun-
dation Africa. Among her many accomplishments, she is the 2011 
Nobel Peace laureate for her leadership of the Women of Liberia 
Mass Action for Peace. This nonviolent movement joined Christian 
and Muslim women, empowering them to speak against the war and 
join in prayer and public protest. Their actions played a pivotal role 
in ending the civil war in Liberia in 2003. 
 

Learn more about Leymah Gbowee: 

 www.leymahgbowee.com 

 Mighty Be Our Powers: How Sisterhood, Prayer, and Sex 
Changed a Nation at War, A Memoir by Leymah Gbowee and Car-
ol Mithers, (Beast Books: New York, 2011) 

 Pray the Devil Back to Hell, the 2008 award-winning documen-
tary features a group of brave and visionary women who de-
manded peace for Liberia (www.forkfilms.net/pray-the-devil-
back-to-hell) 

 www.ted.com/speakers/leymah_gbowee 

 www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2011/
gbowee-facts.htm 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS f o r t h e week o f January 28,  2016 
 

Newly added items are listed in bold italics. This information is emailed 
weekly to all pastors, congregation communication liaisons and anyone who  
chooses to subscribe. If you have questions, call the Mission Center office at 

888–853–2339. 
 

MICHIGAN  MISSION CENTER NEWS  
 
______________________________________________________ 
Mission Center Spring Conference 
Save the date for the Spring Mission Center Gathering on Saturday, 
April 30 in Charlotte.  Please plan to join us from 9:00AM to 4:00PM 
as we focus on becoming aware of the injustices facing children in 
Michigan.  There will be no cost to attend.  Childcare will be availa-
ble for children below school age, and youth activities will be of-
fered for children in grades 1-6.  
 
In preparation for this time together we invite you to join us in 
prayerfully reflecting on these words of scripture found in Commu-
nity of Christ Doctrine & Covenants, Section 163, Verse 4a: 
 
"God, the Eternal Creator, weeps for the poor, displaced, mistreat-
ed, and diseased of the world because of their unnecessary suffer-
ing. Such conditions are not God’s will. Open your ears to hear the 
pleading of mothers and fathers in all nations who desperately seek 
a future of hope for their children. Do not turn away from them. For 
in their welfare resides your welfare." 
______________________________________________________ 
Journey House Lunch - Thursdays 
Thursdays 11:30 am – 1:00 pm; join us at the MSU International 
Center food court. Look for 1-2 tables together at the back with a 
“Journey House” sign. We will buy lunch for you and your friends, if 
desired, and look forward to seeing you!  
______________________________________________________ 
Journey House Campus Minister & Resident Manager - 2016 
The Journey House in East Lansing, Michigan is looking to hire a resident 
manager and campus minister. Individuals are invited to apply for one or 
both positions to work with college students. We’re looking for individuals 
who are interested in applying their skills, building relationships, forming 
community, and who are interested in ministry. 

http://www.cofchristmi.org/
http://www.cofchristmi.org/


 

Applications accepted from January 14  2016 through Feb 29, 2016 
 

Please submit letter of interest and resume to Richard Hawks (Journey 
House Board of Directors, Secretary) by email: r.hawks@comcast.net or 
mail to 1331 Silverwood Dr., Okemos, MI 48864. 
 
More information can be found at:  
http://www.cofchrist.org/human-resources-job-opportunities 
______________________________________________________ 
Introduction to Priesthood Ministry - Temple School Class 
The "Introduction to Priesthood Ministry" Temple School class will be offered 
at the Bay City Congregation, March 4 & 5 (Friday & Saturday), from 9:30 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. each day. 
 
Bring your brown-bag lunch. If you are interested in attending, notify Gary 
Gordier at glgordier@gmail.com no later than February 14. 
 
The spiral bound book costs $29.95 or a .pdf version is available for $12.95. 
Please advise your preference when notifying Gary. 
______________________________________________________ 
Ventures 
Join fellow youth for Ventures at Grand Valley Congregation - 4790 Jacob St 
SW, Grandville, MI 49418 * February 19-21, 2016  
 
For Forms go to:  
cofchristmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/201516VenturesForms1.pdf 
______________________________________________________ 
Cheerful Hearts—Journey House Valentine’s Day Banquet 
A cheerful heart is good medicine Proverbs 17:22 
 
The Journey House will host their Valentine's Banquet on February 6, 2015 
at Capital Area Community of Christ 1514 West Miller Rd. Lansing MI 48911. 
The evening will feature fine food and entertainment, as well as silent auc-
tions and sales to raise funds for their programming. 
 
Come prepared to enjoy a relaxing evening of food and entertainment!  
______________________________________________________ 
Hiring a Part-time Youth Camp Coordinator 
Funding was approved at the fall mission center conference to hire a part-
time youth camp coordinator in 2016 for the mission center. Individuals 
interested in this position are now able to apply. A position description can 
be found on the Community of Christ employment opportunities page under 
the local jurisdictions heading. www.cofchrist.org/human-resources-job-
opportunities 
Please submit a resume (including references) and a cover letter to dno-
wiski@CofChrist.org or mail to Michigan Mission Center, 223 S. Washington, 
Charlotte, MI 48813. 
_____________________________________________________ 
Canadian Congregations Joining Canada East Mission Center 
Changes over the past year by Revenue Canada have resulted in greater 
restrictions on transfers from Canadian charitable organizations out of the 
country. Consequently, the Sault Ste. Marie (Ontario) and Amherstburg con-
gregations were informed during the later part of 2015 that contributions to 
the Michigan Mission Center would no longer be possible while maintaining 
tax-exempt status. 
 
Based on these changes and further discussion with leaders of Community 
of Christ Canada, both congregations have decide to join the Canada East 
Mission Center effective 1/1/2016. 
 
Members of both congregations will still be invited and encouraged to partic-
ipate in Michigan events. We look forward to maintaining and growing rela-

tionships with our friends and colleagues just beyond the national border!
_____________________________________________________ 
THE BWC IS COMING SOON!! 
The BWC (Blue Water Congregation) is an emerging congregation that will 
meet at the Blue Water Campgrounds four times a year.  This is not a 
young adult group but a new kind of congregation for people of all  
ages.   Do you know anyone who is a Community of Christ member or 
friend that is not actively engaged in a congregation?  Do you know  
anyone who loves camping?  Perhaps the BWC would be a good fit for 
them.  We also invite those who are active in a local congregation to join 
us for a weekend of spiritual renewal so they can go back on fire for Christ 
to the places they attend.  Our first gathering will be April 23rd.  More de-
tails to come.  check us out on Facebook.   Please do not hesitate to con-
tact me with any questions.    
Rich Allen 517-648-5075   richallen80@hotmail.com 
_____________________________________________________ 
Mission Expansion Grants 
A portion of the mission center budget is designated for grant funding to 
support local efforts aimed at developing new ministries or growing efforts 
that reach new individuals and communities. 
 
Congregations are generally eligible to receive up to $1000 of funding each 
calendar year.  Applications are accepted throughout the year until all 
funds are awarded. Grant funds may be used for equipment, supplies,  
materials, food, advertising, training, guest ministers, or other items as  
approved.  Personnel and capital improvement costs are generally not sup-
ported. 
 
The grant review team seeks applications for congregational ministries 
aligned with the mission initiatives.  Proposals that focus primarily on invit-
ing new people to Christ are given priority consideration.  Congregations 
may apply up to three consecutive years for the same project.  Retreats, 
camps, conferences, and other events with a mission expansion focus 
hosted by congregations are eligible for grant funding. 
 
Visit the mission center website to submit a grant application online or see 
a summary of previous projects supported by grant funding.  
 
Please see www.cofchristmi.org for more details 
_____________________________________________________ 
Items Available from CCM Congregation 
The Contemporary Christian Ministries (CCM) Congregation in Burton has 
been disorganized following many years of living mission and providing 
ministry in the local neighborhood.  Many have been blessed by the grace, 
generosity, and compassion offered by the members and leaders of the 
CCM Congregation.  With great thanks and appreciation we celebrate the 
life of this faithful community of disciples! 
 

Mission Center Officers have worked with congregation leaders for several 
weeks to plan for the final worship of the congregation, disperse items 
owned by the congregation, and prepare the building for sale. Blessings 
continue to flow from the CCM Congregation as many items have been 
passed along to other missional projects including the Thumb Baby Pantry, 
Detroit Hope Congregation, Journey House Campus Ministry Center, Capi-
tal Congregation clothing table, and other local congregations. 
 

Additional items from the congregation remain available for congregations 
and campgrounds that may have need for the equipment.  See below for 
more detailed information.  Please contact Dena DeVormer to reserve any 
of the items listed.  They will be available on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis.  
_____________________________________________________ 
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