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Mission Center Conference
The Mission Center Conference was held

November 6-8, 2015, at  Saginaw Valley State
University 7400 Bay Rd University Center,
Saginaw, MI.

It was a very good experience with guests
Apostle Stassi Cramm, Seventy John Wight and
David Waring. And Sister Cheryl from Gamaliel
Foundation.

Sister Cheryl  shared what the Gamaliel
Foundation does.  Right now they have four or
five groups in southern Michigan.  If you are
interested in knowing what they do, you can go
to their website at http://www.gamaliel.org/.
 Our Mission Center has a leadership team
of three persons with Dan Nowiski as President
along with Adam Bouverette and Dianna
Vanerkarr.

Our new Financial Officer for the Mission
Center is Jack Tigner.

God's Work Children's
Clothing Pantry

Our next children's clothing pantry will be held
December 19th, from 2-4pm.  This will be our
Christmas Give-a-way.  Anyone that can help with set
up on Friday evening and during the pantry would be
much appreciated.

Adam, Dianna and Dan

During the Sunday Worship the video of
our God's Work Children's Clothng Pantry was
shown.  If you would like to see it, it can be found
at
https://vimeo.com/Boyne+City+Clothing+Pantry.

 It was thrilling to share, see and hear
about what our congregation is doing for the
community.
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Pastors: Eleanor West , Sandi Ecker & Ron Fuller

Editor:   Sandi Ecker
The Boyne City Beacon is published by the Boyne
City Congregation of Community of Christ.  If you
would like a copy of the newsletter mailed to your
home, contact Sandi Ecker, 3006 Ross Ln, East
Jordan, MI 49727; phone (231) 547-0429.  Donations
for mailing costs accepted and appreciated.  To
receive an email version in PDF format contact Sandi
at leesan@charter.net or sandi.ecker@gmail.com

Happy December Birthday!

Congregation Mission Statement

Prayer Requests
 In your daily personal prayers, please
remember those on this list.

Family Members not attending
All military and civilians serving in
dangerous places

Our church members and friends
around the world

Marlene Groh -- arthritis

Our enemies --  “. . . for they know not what they
do.”

Ileen Newlin -- stage 3 lung cancer having
treatments..  The tumor is shrinking

Whitney Wangeman -- enlarged lymph nodes and
spot on her liver.  Getting treatments in Detroit.

Michelle Archer -- peace, joy, strength & healing.

        December 9: Sarah Eaton
  12: Krista Hawley
  20: Sherry Follette
  24: Robin Berry
  25: Jesus
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Pastor's Column
By Sandi Ecker

Wow, this year has gone fast!  Our
Christian year ended, November 22nd.   We have
started the new Christian year, starting with
Advent, November 29th.

December will be busy with preparations
for our Christmas program (December 20th) ,
giving special attention to those in our community
that are in need through our Clothing Pantry
(December 19th) , the Women=s Resource Center
Safe House (Christmas Box taken (December
21st) and helping with the Community Christmas
(packing boxes December 21st and delivery
December 22nd) .  It is our opportunity to share
what we have with others, whether it is time,
talents or money.  It will be a blessing, both to
you as well as those that receive.

We look forward and are planning for our
Congregation Retreat at the Park of the Pines,
January 8-10, 2016.  Our guest ministry will be
Abby and Dan Nowiski.  It should be a lot of fun

for everyone. Plan
now to attend and
bring your friends.
The cost will be
$35/person for the weekend.

At our planning meeting, November 17th,
we decided to daily remember our neighbors in
prayer.  Praying that each of your neighbors
have peace, love, joy and hope.  If each one
prays for their neighborhood, just imagine how
many people will be prayed for.

Please read the article on Page 4, First
Christmas.  It is something we need to think
about.

Christmas is a time for caring... A time for
sharing... but most of all, a time of remembering
the true meaning of the season.  Jesus is the
Reason!   Wishing you the light of His love this
Christmas.
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First Christmas
By Boyd Bailey

The focus of the first Christmas was Je-
sus. It was His day. There was no competition
from commercialism seeking economic gain. The
gifts were given to Him. God was the recipient of
gratitude and generosity. He was glorified on this
day of salvation for all who would come to be-
lieve in Jesus as God’s only Son. There was an
appreciation for the Almighty’s descent into the
decadence of humanity. There was no feuding
from other faiths jockeying with each other for
time in the Savior’s spotlight. On the contrary,
there was a religious respect and humble wor-
ship from those who traveled great distances
from their diverse origins of belief. On this day,
Jesus unified sincere seekers of truth.

 The first Christmas, however, was not
without controversy. Politically, He was a light-
ning rod (some things never change). Govern-
ment leaders felt threatened, as if a traitor had
infiltrated their influence over the masses. Invol-
untary spies were sent to validate His presence.
Once His birth had been verified, the powers
that-be went to work. Insecurity and fear drive
people to commit irrational acts, and it was no
different back then. So what started as a celestial
coronation for the Prince of Peace ended with
jealous leaders taking severe and deadly action.
The Christ-child was driven from their pitiful, but
powerful presence. They destroyed other God-
fearing people in the process. The community
was cast into chaos when Christ was removed
from their culture.

 We can learn from the first Christmas, to
keep Christ central in worship and society. He is
the wonder of our worship. He is the reason for
our giving gifts. It is because we celebrate His
birthday that we pause to pray, reflect, and plan
to follow His will in a more robust and intentional
manner. Our Master came to earth and made
Himself like man. He took on the form of a ser-
vant, though He could have crowned Himself as
King. He pointed us to the love and forgiveness
of His heavenly Father. The Christ-child was
born of a virgin. He was God who dwelt among
us; but sometimes we forget Him, even on His

birthday.

 His birth is only significant if His death and
resurrection are significant. The Christ of Christ-
mas becomes compelling when we, as followers,
flock to Him in faithfulness and obedience. Let all
of us who name the name of Jesus revisit Him in
the awe and worship of that first Christmas. Let’s
exclaim, with enthusiasm to a hurting world, that
He has come to heal broken hearts and revive
sick souls. We unapologetically celebrate His
birthday with passion, because God is with us.
He is transforming us into the likeness of His
Son. Let’s make this Christmas like the first
Christmas. Let’s invite the Holy Spirit to fill our
hearts with forgiveness, joy, hope, peace, and
love while we worship our Lord together. The first
Christmas fuels our faith and recalibrates us to
Christ.
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December 2015
Date/Time    Worship Leader Speaker  Assisting  Musician
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

    Evening Activities                        Dates to Remember

Wed, Dec. 2, 6:00pm:  Prayer & Share with Elder
Lee Ecker.  Theme: "Prepare the Way of the Lord"

Wed, Dec. 9, 6:00pm:  Fellowship at the Brook

Tues, Dec. 15, 6:00pm:  Congregational Planning
Meeting

Wed, Dec. 23, 6:00pm:  Prayer & Share with Priest
Sandi Ecker.  Theme: "Develop Disciples to Serve."

Wed, Dec. 30, 6:00pm:  Prayer & Share with High
Priest Eleanor West.  Theme: "Light for all People."

Sat, Dec. 19, 2-4pm: Children's Clothing Pantry

Sun, Dec. 20, 5:30pm:  Christmas Program

December 6:                              Prepare the Way of the Lord
9:00am: Priesthood Meeting

 10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: L. Ecker  R. Eaton     A. Seamon

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
December 13:                          Proclaim the Good News

10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: R. Fuller  S. Ecker     A. Seamon
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
December 20:       The World Is about to Turn

10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: E. West  L. Ecker     A. Seamon
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
December 27:                              Develop Disciples to Serve

10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: S. Ecker  R. Fuller     A. Seamon
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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