
Calls to the Office of Seventy 

Mark Johnson 

In my Evangelist blessing, it states that I have been called to go into the many 
avenues of the world that others can not and witness to those whom I am 
called to be part of their journey with God. Whether ministering in Kenya,  
Russia, Honduras, the Carolinas, Oklahoma or here in Michigan; my ministry 
has been all about the youth. It is fitting because I began to realize my path  
toward this call in my last year as a camper at  senior high camp at Manitou. 
With me, however, it isn’t so much about knowing when I had a call to Seventy, 
as was the importance of being aware of those people God placed in my life to  
direct me to that call. 

There have been so many who positively shaped my life but I would like to  
express my appreciation for a few people specifically.   Evangelist Bobbi Mier 
has been my tour guide on this amazing journey with God. Elder  Dick  Shotwell 
noticed a calling to Priest for me at a time when most pastors would have  
waited for my issues to pass. Evangelist (but forever a Seventy) Loretha Smith 

has always been there to set me straight, whether I was still on the right path or not. Fellow ordinand John 
Jones has been my best friend for 8 years and an inspiration. My wonderful wife Andrea put me on a pedestal 
(and I have for her as well) when others were hesitant and she showed me my potential. My family, especially 
my parents, have been wonderful and have kept me grounded every step of the way. 

My greatest gratitude (next to God) goes to my father; for NO ONE has shown me more on how to be a Seventy 
in the Community of Christ than him. 

Blessings, 
Mark C. Johnson 

 

          John Jones 

My Name is John Jones. I have been married for 27 years to my wife 
Carole, and we have one daughter, Katie. I want to thank all the people 
that have helped me become the person I am today. Do we have time for 
that? Let’s just say I needed help from many people, and you know who 
you are, especially my Mother and Father. 

I have had some time to pray and prepare for this next part of my  
journey. It is like the commercial, with the kid and the catsup bottle….  
anticipation. Not always sure what will happen next, but you hope it 
doesn’t end up on your shirt. 

God has shown me the importance of servant ministry, and the office of 
Seventy has been where I have been called to serve. I humbly accept this 
call. I ask for your prayers and your help so we can provide for those who 
are lost and in need. 

Thank You, 

John Jones 



 

Kevin White 

Dear John, 

When Lori came to her first Mission Center conference, I was serving as a Priest, 
and feeling like I was starting to "get it". I explained the different roles of the 
World Church ministers to her prior to the ordination service. When the first  
Seventy was being ordained, she leaned over and whispered, "I'll be right beside 
you when it's your turn." I couldn't imagine at the time that she would be right. 

When I was ordained an Elder, my friend Dave Caceres told me not to expect that 
call to last long. I asked what he was talking about and he simply said, "Seventy."  
I was so worried about being a good Elder I couldn't  
imagine he could be right either. 

This past year in particular, my heart has been burning with a new urgency,  
similar, yet different than before. The importance of invitation, and how we  
recognize and open doors for others to meet Christ has been more and  

more my main concern. I began wishing we had an "on fire" Seventy in our area to lift up and  
encourage congregations to their potentials. I didn't realize I was volunteering!  
Last week I opened the Herald and read the first paragraph of your article on the Seventy, and smiled. I showed 
it to Lori and asked her if she knew anyone like that. She said, "I'll be right beside you, or behind you pushing."  
 
My biggest concern is for Lori. She is so willing to support me in my calling that I am afraid she might neglect or 
sacrifice her expressions of her own gifts and calling for the sake of mine. She said that she feels her main  
calling right now is supporting me. I have watched her blossom in amazing ways, and I know that I would not 
be receiving this call if it were not for the influence she has had in my life, so I ask that you please continue to 
uphold us in prayer as we both continue to look to the needs of the other. 

We have talked about how this calling fits into the plans and discussions and hopes we have shared with each 
other in the past, and the impact it may have on our future, and decided that I should accept the call to the office 
of Seventy. I am humbled that God would call one such as me.  

 
Your Brother in Christ, 

Kevin White 

  
 
 


