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Family Camp/Reunion
July 11-17

The Family Camp at the Park of the Pines
was well attended and everyone was blessed by
the guest ministry or the involvement with
children.

Many of our congregation stayed on the
grounds, while others drove back and forth.

Our Apostle, Stassi Cramm, along with her
"sidekick", John Wight were able to be there for a
couple of days.  Nan Anderson and Brenda
Villeneuve, from the Mission Center Team were
guests all week.  Paul Davis, from Graceland
University was there for a couple of days as well.

Anyone that would like to share their
experience, please send me your testimony and I
will put it in the newsletter.  We always love to
hear your thoughts and experiences.

Plans are already being made for next
year.  Plan now to attend!

2015  Women's Retreat
At Park of the Pines

September 25-27
Guest Ministry: Apostle Stassi Cramm

Theme:  Women of the Bible
Cost $50

Sharing Project: Personal Hygiene Kits
Women's Shelter, Inc, Alpena, MI

Bring sample size shampoo, body wash, lotion,
etc

Make your reservations by
September 16th to:

Mary Palka, Registrar
Phone: (906) 428-9132

Email: mary_palka@yahoo.com

Children's "Back to School" Clothing Pantry
The next clothing pantry will be Saturday,  Aug. 15h, from 2-4pm.  Please

spread the word especially to those needing this ministry.  It is our desire to help
those in need. This will be the "Back to School"  event, so kids will have new clothes
to start school.

If you know of someone that needs children's clothing tell them to come to
our pantry on the third Saturday of the month.  Emergency clothing is provided as needed -- call Eleanor 330-
1710 or Ruthie 758-2312 or Ron 582-9706
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Boyne City Beacon
Pastors: Eleanor West , Sandi Ecker & Ron Fuller

Editor:   Sandi Ecker
The Boyne City Beacon is published by the Boyne
City Congregation of Community of Christ.  If you
would like a copy of the newsletter mailed to your
home, contact Sandi Ecker, 3006 Ross Ln, East
Jordan, MI 49727; phone (231) 547-0429.  Donations
for mailing costs accepted and appreciated.  To
receive an email version in PDF format contact Sandi
at leesan@charter.net or sandi.ecker@gmail.com

Happy Belated July Birthday!

Congregation Mission Statement

Prayer Requests
 In your daily personal prayers, please
remember those on this list.

Family Members not attending
All military and civilians serving in
dangerous places

Prayers requested for conflict
resolutions

Our church members and friends around the world

Marlene Groh -- arthritis

Our enemies --  “. . . for they know not what they
do.”

Kortnie Westman -- still having tests to determine
the cause of her problems.

Those losing their jobs due to shut down of
factory.

 July   7: Shiela Roof
         15: Pam Herron
         17: Rene Herron
         20: Mary West
   Chris Wacholz
         21: Lee Ecker
   Eddie Uselman
         24: Sadie Kroondyk
         26: Anna McGarey
         29: Nancy Holland
         30: Corey Ecker

Happy August Birthday!

August  9: Eleanor West
   Faith West
            24: Alicia Pearce
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Pastor's Column
By Sandi Ecker

Wow, this year is flying by.  Here it is
August already and school will  be starting in
another month, some even sooner.

What have we accomplished so far this
year, as far as Christ’s Mission being our mission
as a congregation?   What have you personally
accomplished?

As we have attended Family Camp and
youth camps, it is my hope that each person was
revitalized with enthusiasm to do more for
Christ’s Mission.  We can have great
experiences with God in our congregation as well
as at camp.  But we have to prepare ourselves to
receive.

We have been  working  on  getting our
church building, inside and out, looking
refreshed.   Work Days have been scheduled for
August 1st & 8th.

However, it isn’t a one time thing, we need
to continue to keep it clean and inviting.
Thorough cleaning is good whether it is the
building or our own lives.  Getting rid of the
clutter in our lives, opening our hearts and minds
to be filled with God’s presence, and follow the
guidance of the Spirit.

3 Tips to Deepen Your Faith
Try these techniques excerpted from the

Women's Devotional Bible and reap the benefits of
daily prayer.

You have a busy schedule, and some-
times it seems impossible for you to cultivate a
regular devotional habit. But you can have a
meaningful daily devotional life.

Here are three tips that may help you:

1. Set aside a block of
time each day to
spend with God.
  Think of this
as a scheduled
appointment–something that can’t be postponed
or rescheduled. Guard your time with God. Set
your alarm clock fifteen minutes earlier in the
morning or go to bed fifteen minutes later in the
evening.

You can have your devotional during your
lunch break, while waiting to pick up your kids or
before you go to bed. Decide that spending time
with God is the most important thing you can do
for yourself and others. And remember, God is
available anytime!

2. Joyfully look forward to your time with God.
 Come prepared with your Bible, a note-
book and a pen. Pray before you begin, asking
God to give you wisdom and insight into His
Word. Ponder and pray about the passages you
don’t quite understand. Mull over concepts that
are new to you or that don’t fit your preconceived
ideas.

Throughout the day call to mind what
you’ve read so that it takes root in your heart. Ask
your pastor or a mature believer any questions
you may have.

3. Develop any or all of the following devotional
habits:

· Memorize relevant Scripture passages.
· Praise God for who He is and for what He

has done and is doing.
· Listen in silence for God’s voice.
· Sing songs of praise and thanksgiving.
· Journal your thoughts, insights and

answered prayers.
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Sacrifice Potluck Supper &
Candy Bar Bingo
Aug. 29th, 5:30pm

A freewill offering will be taken to help with
camperships.  Help our youth go to youth camp!

As you can see by the Grapevine, we
were able to help fifteen of our youth attend
camp.

Bring a candy bar to play bingo!
If you haven't played, it is a lot of fun!

Heard by the
Grapevine

By Sandi Ecker

Delaini Ecker was confirmed June 7th and
now a member of Community of Christ church family.
Congratulations, Delaini!

Delaini Ecker went to Newberry, MI for a few
days to visit her Grandpa Cliff Lambert.  She had a
good time.

Becky, Delaini, Corinne, Orion Ecker and
Aria & Bradley Lundy  traveled to Chillicothe, OH
the weekend of June 28th to attend the Active USA
Company Picnic with Corey.

Becky, Delaini, Corinne, Orion Ecker and
Aria & Bradley Lundy  traveled to Chillicothe, OH,
along with Becky's dad, Mike taking the trailer of
household goods.  After dropping the trailer and
picking up Corey, they went to KY for a week's
vacation.

Warren & Faith Ecker, from Los Banos, CA
spent the 4th of July weekend with Lee & Sandi.
They were in the area, staying at Jerry & Laurel's
house on Ecker Road for a couple of weeks..

Christina Grube attended Sr. High Camp,
June 28-July 4.

 Three of our youth attended Jr. High Camp,
July 19-25: Kenny Grube, Tearsa Ritch and Delaini
Ecker.

 Eleven of our youth attended Junior Camp,
July 26-30: Aiden Crawford, Gavin Lake, Brooke
Uselman, Isaiah Uselman, Corinne Ecker, Orion
Ecker, Westin Cole, Katie Carson,  Kaleb
Pollington, Sarah Eaton, and Sophie Eaton.

 Lenore Landon and Shelley Landon
traveled to the Upper Peninsula for a week of
camping, July 24th.

Putting Our Temperaments in
the Service of God

 from Henri Nouwen's Bread for the Journey

 Our temperaments - whether flamboyant,
phlegmatic, introverted, or extroverted - are quite
permanent fixtures of our personalities. Still, the
way we "use" our temperaments on a daily basis
can vary greatly. When we are attentive to the
Spirit of God within us, we will gradually learn to
put our temperaments in the service of a virtuous
life. Then flamboyancy gives great zeal for the
Kingdom, phlegmatism helps to keep an even
keel in times of crisis, introversion deepens the
contemplative side, and extroversion encourages
creative ministry.

 Let's live with our temperaments as with
gifts that help us deepen our spiritual lives.
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Temple School Courses
PA 202 The Seventy: Empowered for
Mission and Ministry
Description: Explores the ministry and mission of the
severty by focusiing specifically on the call,
accountability, preparation, and the Great
Commission.  This course is a beginning step in a
lifelong journey for the seventy.  Ample discussion
questions and worship ideas.

PA 231 Bishops: Ministers of
Generosity
Description: This course reflects the new vision of the
gifts of generosity as bishops' help people respond to
God's grace and love.

PA 140  Elders: Servants of God's
People
Description: This course is recommended for new
ordinands, people who are interested in the office of
elder, as well as those who have served in the office
of elder.  This courage is also available for home
study.

AM 200  Aaronic Mnisters: Ministry of
Presence
Description: Office-specific pre-ordination required
course.  Covers the priesthood offices of deacon,
priest, and teacher, and is open to all students.
Priesthood members will understand roles and
functions, and improve skills for more effective
ministry.

SL 101  An Introduction to Caring
Ministries
Description: Pre-ordination required Temple School
course.  This course surveys the opportunities for
caring ministry in the life of a disciple.  Through
prayer and meditation thoughts, readings, and activity
suggestions, this course will help learners address
the many facets of caring ministry.

SS 101 An Introduction to
Understanding Scripture
Description: This is not an overview of scripture
content, rather it provides a discussion about how to
approach and use scripture.  It covers the Bible, Book
of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants.  This course
is also available for home study.

PA 212  High Priests: Ministers of
Vision
Description: This course sets a new vision for the
ministry of high priests that includes building support
systems, standing for peace and justice, bridiging
cultures and people, fostering spiritual growth and
wholeness, and enhancing leadership effectiveness.

Evangelists: sharing a New World of
Blessing
Description: This course explores the changing role of
evangelists as ministers of blessing, spiritual
companion, apostolic witness, teacher/learner, and
pastoral presence.  This course is also available for
home study.

There are some pilot courses that we might be able to
get also.  Pilot courses are for Priest, Teacher, and
Elder.
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My Life-Changing
Revelation
 By Shana Schutte

For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a
holy life.          1 Thessalonians 4:7

Like most people, I have spent a good
amount of time trying to understand my life
experiences. If I am honest, many things haven’t
made sense. Unexplained paths. Dashed
expectations. Disappointments. Shattered
dreams. There have been times in life, probably
like you, when I have looked back over my
shoulder and thought, God what in the world was
that all about? But a couple of years ago, I had a
life-changing revelation that I have been trying to
understand my experiences the wrong way.
Instead of analyzing them through a lens of good
or bad, right or wrong, perfect or imperfect,
God’s will or my will, maybe I need to look at
them through the lens of holiness.

I have to admit, my brain has always
turned off when I have heard this word. Why?
Because even though I have heard the word
“holiness” a million times, I haven’t ever really
been able to grasp what it means.  I have a
feeling I won’t ever come close to understanding
its meaning until I get to heaven. It’s like trying to
tell a woman who has been blind from birth what
a breathtaking sunset looks like. Even though I
intellectually know holiness is good and beautiful,
I just don’t get it because it’s so “other.” It’s so
God. But I do know that holy is what God wants
me to be.

“Be holy because I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16).

The definition of holiness–in a nutshell–
means being set apart to purity, to be like God.
And the result of holiness, of God transforming
us to make us more like Him, is outrageous joy,
amazing peace, overflowing love—and all the
other things that are embodied in our Perfect
Creator. So what does holiness have to do with

trying to understand life’s painful, meaningless,
or seemingly pointless experiences?

When I understand that God’s goal is to
make me holy, not to always make me happy or
grant all my desires, then every imperfect
situation, every struggle, every disappointment,
every heartache, every experience I can’t
understand, and even my sin become means for
Him to accomplish His goal to make me holy.
Everything (and I mean everything!) has divine
purpose. For those who belong to Christ, no
experience in life—good or bad—is ever wasted!
God uses everything. Nasty neighbor? An
opportunity for holiness. Unfaithful mate? An
opportunity for holiness. Broken dreams? An
opportunity for holiness. Unemployment? An
opportunity for holiness. Financial struggles? An
opportunity for holiness. Lost loved ones? An
opportunity for holiness. Since we don’t exactly
understand how God transforms us to make us
more holy through life’s struggles, we have to
cooperate with Him and do what He asks of us.
And, we have to take Him at His Word.

Isn’t this what Romans 8:28 promises? It’s
His guarantee that “in all things God works for
the good of those who love him who have been
called according to His purpose.” He is always at
work to transform us into His likeness–and that
means greater joy!
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August 2015
Date/Time    Worship Leader Speaker  Assisting  Musician
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

    Evening Activities                        Dates to Remember

Wed, Aug. 5, 6:00pm:  Prayer & Share with
Teacher Lenore Landon.  Theme: "Live in Love."

Wed, Aug. 12, 6:00pm:  Fellowship at the Brook

Wed, Aug. 26, 6:00pm:  Congregational Planning
Meeting

August 17-23: Vacation Bible School, except the
20th.

Sat., August 12: Hayride

Sat., August 19, 2-4pm: Children's "Back to
School" Clothing Pantry

September 25-27: Women's Retreat at the Park of
the Pines

Sat., September 26: CROP Walk

Sat., September 26, 5:30pm: Sacrifice Potluck
Supper and Candy Bar Bingo

August 2                             One in Christ -- Confirmation Service
 10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: E. West  L. Ecker     A. Seamon

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
August 9                                            Live in Love

10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: S.  Ecker  L. Landon     A. Seamon
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
August 16 Sing to the Lord

10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: R. Eaton   B. Villeneuve     A. Seamon
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
August 23                                           Prepare!

10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: R. Fuller  E. West     A. Seamon
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
August 30 Purify Your Heart

10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: L. Ecker   R. Fuller    A. Seamon
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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3006 Ross Ln
East Jordan, MI 49727


