
Liberating Disruption 

Fall Conference 2015
  Michigan Mission Center

November 6-8,  2015

Saginaw Vally State University  
Curtiss Hall: 7400 Bay Rd. 
University Center,  MI  48710



2

Ta
bl

e o
f C

on
te

nt
s Table of Contents

Page 3     Agenda   
 
Page 4    Standing Rules

Pages 5-9   Minutes from Spring Business Conference – April 11, 2015
    Minutes from Fall Business Conference – November 8, 2014

Pages 10-11   MC President and MC Financial Officer Letters of Support

Pages 12-13   2016 Mission Center Leaders

Pages 14-16  Nominees for Elected Boards

Pages 17-22   Audit Reports

Pages 23-26   Campground Board Reports

Pages 27-33  Ministry Reports

Pages 34-38   Priesthood Calls

Pages 39-56  Resolutions



3

Agenda
Conference Schedule

Friday, November 6, 2015
7:00 PM - Registration (closes at 9:00) 

7:30 PM - Gathering Worship 

8:00 PM - Meet & Greet, Visit Display Tables

Saturday, November 7, 2015 
9:00 AM - Business Meeting*
                Worship
                USA Model Presentation and Questions (Field Apostle and President of Seventy)
                Conference Organizing Actions - Credentials Report and Standing Rules
                Mission Center Audit & Financial Reports
                Resolution 1 – Use of Eastland Net Proceeds
                Consideration of 2016 Mission Center Budget
                Sustaining of Mission Center President Team, Mission Center Financial Officer, Council & Staff
                Election of World Conference Delegates
                Election of Community Outreach Services Corporation Directors
                Election of Journey House Campus Ministry Center Directors
                Election of Blue Water Campground Directors
                Election of Park of the Pines Directors
                Election of Sanford Campground Directors           
                Announcements

12:00 PM - Lunch Break, Visit Display Tables

1:30 PM - Business Meeting*
                Prayer for Peace
                Disciples Generous Response – Youth Camp Scholarship Fund
                Setting Apart of Misson Center Officers
                Recognitions
                Consideration of Priesthood Calls to High Priest, Seventy, and Evangelist
                Consideration of 2016 Campground Budgets
                Consideration of Submitted Resolutions
                Announcements
                Prayer of Blessing

5:00 PM - Dinner Break, Visit Display Tables

7:00 PM - Worship (Ordinations)*

Sunday, November 8, 2015
8:45 AM - Chats with Leadership* 

9:45 AM - Gamaliel Presentation* 

11:00 AM - Commissioning Worship

* Nursery and Children’s Activies available for youth through 5th grade
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s MICHIGAN MISSION CENTER STANDING RULES

1. The Credentials Committee shall report the number of members registered as present at the opening of 
the Conference. A member registered as an alternate may, upon clearance by the Credentials Committee, be 
transferred from alternate to delegate at any time during the continuance of the business meeting.

2. No member of the conference shall speak in debate more than once on the same question nor for longer 
than three minutes without permission of the conference granted by a two-thirds vote without debate. In the 
case of the mover and first speaker in opposition, five minutes shall be allowed. Individuals called upon to 
provide information or to make reports are not governed by this rule.

3. The Mission Center Budget shall be considered as a whole. After the Mission Center Financial Officer or 
designee has given explanation and information to the conference, discussion and amendments on line items 
will be in order.

4. Each Campground Budget shall be considered as a whole individually. After the Mission Center Financial 
Officer or person designated has given explanation and information to the conference, the entire budget for 
each campground shall be considered without amendment.

5. The Mission Center President shall formulate and adjust the agenda as required; the printed agenda is for 
guidance only and shall not be considered either general or special orders.

6. A motion for the “previous question” will apply only to the immediately pending question unless other-
wise noted by the body.

7. The rules contained in the current addition of Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the 
proceedings of the conference in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent 
with the Bylaws of the Community of Christ or these standing rules.

8. Except for rules #2, #6, and #7, which require a 2/3 vote, these standing rules may be suspended by a ma-
jority vote of the body without debate. A two-thirds vote will be required to amend or repeal these standing 
rules.
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Spring Business Conference – Mt. Pleasant, MI - April 11, 2015
The Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center Spring Conference Business Meeting was called to order by  
President Deb Crowley on Saturday, April 11, 2015 at 3:12 p.m.

Deb introduced conference managers, Jack Tigner and Dianna Vanderkarr, secretary Joey Kernstock,  
parliamentarian Dan Nowiski, head usher Carl Nichols, youth activity coordinator Brenda Villeneuve,  
registration chairperson Sherry MacGregor and Apostle Stassi Cramm and thanked them for their assistance 
at this conference.  She also thanked our Evangelists for their prayerful consideration during our gathering.

Sherry McGregor was recognized to provide a credentials committee report.  She stated 417 delegates 
were properly registered to conduct conference business and there were 41 guests, with a total of 458 in  
attendance.  Sherry moved that the roll of delegates hereby submitted be the official roll of the voting mem-
bers of the conference.  The Credentials Committee report was adopted entitling 417 delegates to vote on all  
matters before the conference. 
 
Dan Nowiski read the proposed standing rules.  The adoption of the standing rules was moved, seconded, 
voted on and passed.  Clarification was given that delegates vote according to the spirit as it moves during the 
meeting.  

President Crowley declared the conference officially organized and ready to conduct business.
The minutes from the November 8, 2014 conference were previously reviewed by the minutes review  
committee and the conference approved the minutes as printed.  They will do so for the minutes today to be 
presented at the November conference. (Dena DeVormer, Robin LaBrecque, Dianna Vanderkarr.)

The resolution to maintain and operate two campgrounds on page 24 in the conference bulletin (and reprinted 
below) was moved by Kevin Anderson and a second was received.  

Resolution to Maintain and Operate Two (2) Campgrounds

Whereas, the Michigan Campground Team (MCT) is keenly aware of the ministry of Jesus Christ and the  
dedicated stewardship of so many disciples that has occurred and is occurring at each one of the Michigan 
Mission Center Campgrounds; and,
Whereas, it is also becoming apparent that camping ministry in the Community of Christ and in other denomi-
nations is changing and it has become increasingly difficult to properly maintain these campgrounds; and, 
Whereas, upon prayerful and discerning deliberation in meetings over the past two (2) years and upon evalu-
ation of surveys of the membership, reports from the consulting firm SmithGroupJJR, a market analysis from 
Real Estate Professional Services, Mission Center Conference dialogs, letters, emails, and testimonies; and
Whereas, the Community of Christ Use of New Proceeds Policy states “when a mission center disposes of 
a capital asset, the mission center officers, in consultation with the Apostle and mission center council, will  
submit to a mission center conference a resolution for the use of the net proceeds,” therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Michigan USA/Canada Mission center operate and maintain two campgrounds, Blue Water 
and Park of the Pines, and sell three campgrounds, Manitou, Sanford and The Woodlands; and be it further
Resolved, that communication be provided through quarterly updates to the Michigan USA/Canada Mission 
Center congregations regarding progress towards selling campground properties; and be it further
Resolved, that the mission center officers appoint a committee(s) with members from the mission center to 
handle aspects of the sale and future planning, with oversight exercised by the appropriate mission center and 
world church officers; and be it further
Resolved, that the net proceeds from the sale of campgrounds shall be utilized for pursuing mission through 
the development of campground properties and mission center camping and gathering activities, and net  
proceeds will initially be held in a Michigan Mission Center affiliate investment pool account(s) until mission 
center officers, with input from the above referenced committee(s), are able to consult with the Apostle and 
mission center council to propose a resolution for the use of funds for mission center conference approval in 
accordance with the Use of Net Proceeds Policy.

Brian Hice moved to amend the first Resolved to change the campgrounds being operated and maintained to 
Blue Water and Manitou and to sell Park of the Pines, Sanford and The Woodlands.   A second was received.  
After discussion, the vote on the amendment failed (yes 37, no 369).

Spring 2015 Minutes
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Lori White moved to amend the first Resolved to change the campgrounds being operated and maintained to 
Manitou and The Woodlands and to sell Park of the Pines, Sanford, and Blue Water.  A second was received.  
After discussion, the vote on the amendment failed (yes 92, no 314).

Gary Wesch moved to amend the first Resolved to “operate and maintain three campgrounds, Blue Water, Park 
of the Pines, and Sanford and sell two campgrounds, Manitou and The Woodlands.” A second was received.  
Discussion followed.   

Julie Reinke moved the previous question on all matters and the conference agreed that it was ready to vote.  A 
vote on the amendment occurred and it was approved (yes 246, no 163).  A vote on the resolution as amended 
occurred and it was approved (yes 283, 70.4%; no 119). 

It was announced there would be a short break and then a closing worship after the business meeting which 
adjourned at 4 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,
Joey Kernstock, Conference Secretary 

As reviewed and approved by the Minutes Review Committee (Dena DeVormer and Dianna Vanderkarr).  

Not part of the official minutes. Additional information shared during the day:

Announcement – turn in clickers or pay a $50 fine.
Prayer for Peace – Singapore – Carol Walden

Retirement Recognition of Deb Crowley and Bobbie Ann Robinson

Shared leadership team as Mission Center President - Nan Anderson, Adam Bouverette, Diana Vanderkarr, 
Dan Nowiski, and Noelle Gaffka starting May 1 and going through December 31, 2015.  Fall Conference will 
announce the new changes as of January 1, 2016.

Announcement from Brenda Villeneuve acknowledging a youth leader for three years of service – Laura Tew, 
Ventures Leader.

Topics brought up for discussion during the non-legislative dialogue session:
Should the MMC sell all 5 campgrounds?   Yes 50, No 337
Should the MMC operate and maintain 3 campgrounds?
 Keep Blue Water, Park of the Pines, and Sanford -- Yes 133, No 247
 Keep Blue Water, Park of the Pines, and The Woodlands -- Yes 94, No 267
Should the MMC operate and maintain 2 campgrounds?
 Keep Blue Water and The Woodlands -- Yes 90, No 312
 Keep Sanford and The Woodlands -- Yes 70, No 318
Should the MMC operate and maintain 1 campground?
 Keep The Woodlands only -- Yes 118, No 280
Should the MMC operate and maintain 1 campground?
 Keep Manitou only -- Yes 34, No 371   
Should the campground decision be postponed/tabled/not acted upon?   Yes 90, No 302
Should the MMC sell 4 campgrounds (Blue Water, Park of the Pines, Sanford, and Manitou) and 200 acres of 
Woodlands and develop the remaining acres of The Woodlands for use?   Yes 78, No 314
Should we keep all campgrounds and hold sacrificial offerings in order to keep all five of them?  Yes  82, No 311

Two polls:
Which resolution does the conference wish to consider first?  
 Maintain & Operate Two Campgrounds – 270
 Maintain & Operate One Campground – 115
Should there be a special rule of order indicating how the decision should be made and by which percentage 
of people who vote would be required for approval of a resolution?
 Majority vote (more than one-half)? – 231
 Two-thirds vote (66.67%)? - 170
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Fall Business Conference – Lord, Lead Us - November 8, 2014
The Fall Conference of the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center met in Saginaw, Michigan at Saginaw Valley 
State University’s Curtis Hall, 7400 Bay Road, University Center, on November 8, 2014.  The Conference was 
called to order by Mission Center President Deb Crowley at 9:15 a.m.
She introduced Jack Tigner as Conference Manager and he gave general announcements for our conference.

Introductions of conference officials were made.
Conference Managers  Jack Tigner and Dianna Vanderkarr 
Conference Secretary  Joey Kernstock
Parliamentarian   Dan Nowiski
Head Deacon   Carl Nichols
Children/Youth Leader  Brenda Villeneuve
Special Guests  Presiding Bishop Steve Jones, Apostle Stassi Cramm, President of Seventy John Wight 

Bishop Steve Jones brought greetings from Stassi Cramm and John Wight who will arrive later.  He gave an 
overview of World Church regarding the $7 million budget gap.  A Moment of Blessing was given. We sang the 
hymn, “Listen”, Community of Christ Sings #153.

Dianna Vanderkarr was recognized to provide the credentials committee report.  As of 9:15 a.m., 351 delegates 
were properly registered to conduct conference business and there are 51 guests present. Dianna moved that 
the roll of delegates hereby submitted be the official roll of the voting members of the convention.  The Cre-
dentials Committee report was adopted entitling 351 delegates to vote on all matters before the conference.  

Dan Nowiski read the proposed standing rules and moved the adoption of the Standing Rules of the  
Conference as they were read.  Kelly Christian, Eastside congregation, made an amendment to strike the last 
sentence of item three of the standing rules, as follows “The income and expense totals are not subject to 
change.”  The motion was seconded.  Discussion followed.  A vote was taken.  The amendment had votes as 
follows - 154 yes and 150 no.  The amendment passed.

The chair declared the 2014 Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center Conference officially organized for  
conducting business.

Kelly Christian, Eastside congregation, made a motion to change the order of the day to discuss the  
campground proposal in the morning instead of in the afternoon.  Deb Crowley called the motion out of  
order.  Kelly Christian moved to appeal the rule of the chair.  The conference sustained Deb Crowley’s saying the  
motion was out of order by vote.

The chair referred the assembly to the printed minutes of the 2013 fall conference.  The minutes were  
approved by a review committee.  With no objection, the minutes were approved.  

The chair appointed Dianna Vanderkarr, Dena DeVormer, and Robin LaBrecque to serve on the minutes review 
committee for approval of the 2014 conference minutes.  The motion passed to have the minutes reviewed by 
the committee.

Deb Crowley relinquished the chair to Presiding Bishop Steve Jones for the sustaining of the mission center 
president and mission center financial officer.  A motion to sustain Deb Crowley as mission center president 
and Dena DeVormer as mission center financial officer passed.

Presiding Bishop Steve Jones returned the chair to Mission Center President Deb Crowley.  The chair referred 
the conference to the list of persons serving in mission center leadership roles.  The chair asked for a vote 
to sustain the Mission Center Staff, Mission Center Council, Finance Committee members, and Congregation  
Support Group Leaders as printed in the conference materials with one addition to the Staff list to include 
David McCray as Urban Minister.  The vote passed. 

It was moved by Ed Heaviland to adopt the 2013 auditor’s report for the Michigan Mission Center.  The motion 
was seconded.  Dena gave additional information on the financial reports.  She is willing to receive questions 
at any point in the future as questions arise (email works best for her).  The motion was voted on, and passed.

The chair referred the conference to the reports of the Mission Center Officers, ministry area leaders, and 

Fall 2014 Minutes
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campground boards that were printed in the conference booklet.

Service Recognitions 
• Recognition of Esther Volz, Mission Center Recorder
• Recognition of Mark Johnson, SPEC/IYF
• SALT Graduates
• Superannuated Priesthood, New Priesthood, 6 people were superannuated and 16 new   
 priesthood ordained, 35 are in preordination at this time
• Congregation Anniversary Celebrations in 2014—Eleanor West
  Coldwater—150 years
  Twining—100 years

Since the meeting was ahead of schedule, Deb Crowley moved to consider the elections for the Community 
Outreach Service Corporation Board of Directors.  (pg 53 in booklet) The nominating committee nominated 
Cynthia Omans and Tom Jeffers as mission center membership positions for three year terms, a vote was 
taken and their nominations were approved.  The nominating committee nominated Richard Brownlee and 
Rick MacGregor as community representatives for three year terms, a vote was taken and it passed.

A motion was made to consider the campground budgets.  It was seconded.  Discussion followed.   Rick Herr 
moved to adopt the 2015 proposed budget for Blue Water, a vote was taken and it passed.  Gary Wiltse moved 
to adopt the 2015 proposed budget for Camp Manitou, a vote was taken and it passed.  Roger Elkins moved 
to adopt the 2015 proposed budget for Park of the Pines, a vote was taken and it passed.  Ken Dudley moved 
to adopt the 2015 proposed budget for Sanford Campground, a vote was taken and it passed.  Deloris White 
moved to adopt the proposed budget for The Woodlands, a vote was taken and it passed.  The conference took 
a 30 minute break and picked up voting devices to continue on.  Conference resumed at 11:15 a.m.  

A vote was taken for campground board members.  Those elected are as follows:

Blue Water Campgrounds  Camp Manitou   Park of the Pines
Henry Knight, Troy Oaks  Mark Baldwin, Northview Bill Dodds, Marion
Janet Hoyt, Shabbona   Julia Bonhomme, Kalamazoo Roger Elkins, Marion
Richard Parker, Lapeer   Leona Hollingsworth, Galien Terry Ormsbee, Gaylord 
Vance Herbert, Croswell   Linda Wiley, Allegan  Ruth White, Traverse City
Brandon Robertson, Eastside                     Stephanie Marsh, Cheboygan 
   
Sanford Campgrounds   The Woodlands
Candace Govitz, Sanford   Robert Barr, Twining
Ray Persall, Vestaburg   Mindy Jeffries, West Branch
Dana Thering, Farwell   Bob Sheppard, Twining
Richard Hamilton, West Branch  Mary Lou Sheppard, Twining
Everett Wiltse, Mt. Pleasant  Kevin White, West Branch

A Moment of Blessing occurred.  The Conference then took a lunch break from 12:00 - 1:45 p.m.

The Conference reconvened at 1:45 p.m.  The Prayer for Peace and an offering for the Mission 
Center Youth Camp Scholarship Camp Fund occurred.  

Priesthood calls were presented to the conference (pages 49-52).

Murphy Matthews made the motion (and it was seconded) to consider Adam Bouverette to the 
office of High Priest.  Adam read his response.  The motion passed.

Ken Dudley made the motion (and it was seconded) to consider Mary Jane Miller to the office of High Priest.  
Mary Jane indicated that her response can be read in the booklet.  The motion passed.

The call of Mark Dalton to the office of High Priest/Evangelist was brought before the conference.  He spoke to 
his call, a vote was taken, and it passed.

The call of Lynn Field to the office of Evangelist was brought before the conference.  He spoke to his call, a vote 
was taken, and it passed.
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Dean Robinson made the motion (and it was seconded) to consider Noelle Gaffka to the office of Seventy.  Deb 
Crowley read the letter of recommendation from John Wight.  Noelle spoke to her call, a vote was taken, and 
it passed.

Kevin Anderson was called to provide information on the process that would be used for the 
afternoon dialogue session regarding the Michigan campgrounds.

Rod Fullerton made a motion regarding Reclassification of Designated Ministry Funds (page 54). The motion 
did not need a second, discussed, voted on, and passed.

Amber Billman made a motion regarding Establishment of Disciple Development Funds (page 55).  It was 
seconded.  Mark Dalton, asked the amount to be placed in the fund.  Discussion followed.  A vote was taken 
and the motion passed.

A motion was made (and seconded) to consider the mission center budget by Robin LaBrecque.  Dena  
DeVormer gave information pertaining to the proposed budget.  Kelly Christian, made an amendment to the 
motion.  Under the Income portion of the budget, increase the amount of  Investment Support from Designated 
Ministry Funds from $25,000 to $30,000.  The corresponding additional expense would provide $5,000 to 
support the Special Needs Camp.  John Bowman moved an amendment to the amendment to change “Special 
Needs Camp” to “special needs campers.” Discussion followed.  Julie Reinke moved the previous question on 
all matters.  A vote was called on the previous question and it passed by the required majority.  An evangelist 
moment of blessing was provided through prayer.  The amendment to the amendment did not pass.  The 
amendment did not pass.  The vote for accepting the budget passed as originally  presented.

Bobbie Ann Robinson asked for volunteers to submit their names for establishing a camping philosophy  
committee.  Dena DeVormer mentioned additional information regarding camping funds in the budget and the 
Special Needs Camp financial report in the notebooks indicating the generous support of congregations and 
individuals to the camp currently and encouraged 
continued responses.  

Mindy Jeffries made the motion of the Campground Development Group (page 56), it was  seconded and  
discussion followed.  An amendment was made by April Sneathen to change the 4th resolved from 2015 spring 
conference to the 2015 fall conference.  The amendment did not pass.  The motion did not pass.

Kelly Christian moved to rescind Resolution B from the Michigan Mission Center organizing  conference  
regarding initiation of legislation with a deadline for 30 days before conference.  Discussion followed.  Ben 
Crowley asked to suspend business to allow reading of the proposed motion.  Deb Crowley indicated that Kelly 
Christian can read the motion that he would like to have considered.  Julie Bock moved the previous question.  
A vote was called on the previous question and it passed by the required majority.  Vote to rescind Resolution 
B legislation did not pass.   

Announcements – Sunday morning classes tomorrow at 9 a.m. with Steve Jones and Adam Bouverette.  If we 
want classes for our youth, we need volunteers.  Worship time tomorrow is at 10:30 a.m.  The Seventy will 
meet tonight for supper at 6 p.m. with John Wight.  Campground dialogue session will begin in 15 minutes.  
Please turn in your voting device if you are leaving.  

An Evangelist Blessing Moment was given by Carole Dudley.  Adjournment occurred at 4:05 p.m.  

Nan Anderson gave a closing prayer.

Respectfully submitted, 
Joey Kernstock, Conference Secretary

Minutes Approved by the Minutes Review Committee – Dena DeVormer, Robin LaBrecque, Dianna Vanderkarr
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November 7, 2015 

To the Michigan Canada Mission Center

Dear Saints:

We are pleased to recommend that the Michigan Canada Mission Center sustain the appoint-
ment of Dan Nowiski as President of said mission center.  We encourage your support for 
his appointment.

We also recommend that the Michigan Canada Mission Center sustain the appointment of 
the following persons to serve as members of the Mission Center President’s Team:

     Dan Nowiski 
     Adam Bouverette 
     Dianna Vanderkarr

The Mission Center Team will be chaired by Dan Nowiski, Mission  Center  President. We 
commend these individuals to you for your support.

Very respectfully,

THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

K. Scott Murphy

cc: Stassi Cramm, Apostle

KSM/les
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 November 7, 2015 
   
 To the Michigan Canada Mission Center:

  
  
 Dear Saints,

 We are pleased to recommend that the Michigan Canada Mission Center sustain the appointment  
 of Jack Tigner as the Financial Officer of said mission center.  We encourage your support for his  
 appointment.

 Very respectfully, 
  
 THE FIRST PRESIDENCY 
 

   

 K. Scott Murphy

 cc: Stassi Cramm, Apostle 
      Presiding Bishopric

 KSM/les
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Mission Center President Team: Adam Bouverette, Dan Nowiski, Dianna Vanderkarr 
Mission Center Financial Officer: Jack Tigner 
Assistant MCFO- Cathy Hopkins 
Detroit Hope Chuch Planter: Julie Bock 
Detroit Hope Urban Minister: David McCray 
Youth Camp Coordinator: TBD 
Misson Center Administrative Assistant : Heather Peasley

Expectations for 2016 Mission Center Council Members

Maintain relationships with the members of their congregations by participating in congregation events. 
Provide for at least one gathering each year for the members from their congregations. 
Assist pastors of their congregations with developing their personal ministry plans. 
Attend the mission center council meetings once each quarter. 
Provide advice and feedback on core functions of the mission center. 
 
Council Members 2016

Wendy Brooks - Cheboygan, Gladstone, Gulliver, Onaway, Sault Ste. Marie (MI), Sault Ste. Marie (ON)

Eleanor West - Boyne City, Gaylord, Grayling, Inland, Traverse City

Gary Villeneuve - Alpena, Lachine, Mikado, Tawas City, Twining

Roger Elkins - Big Rapids, Cadillac, Harrison, Houghton Lake, Ludington, Marion

Dana Thering - Alma, Coleman, Farwell, Greenville, Mt. Pleasant, Vestaburg

Kevin White - Beaverton, Bentley, Gladwin, Midland, Sanford, West Branch

Dick Shotwell - Alaska, Grand Valley, Holland, Muskegon, Northview, Union Ave

Mary Jane Miller - Capital, Charlotte, E. Lansing, Hastings, Rose Lake, St. Johns

TBD - Bay City, Burt, Clio, Otter Lake, Saginaw

Ron Kuenzli - Bay Port, Caro, Crossroads, Owendale, Sandusky, Shabbona

TBD - Blue Water Emerging Congregation, Croswell, Marlette, Sixth Street, Valley Center, Wadhams Grove

Carl Nichols - Bristolwood, CCM, Eastside, Lake Orion, Lapeer, Waterford

Nan Anderson - Allegan, Battle Creek, Benton Harbor, Galien, Kalamazoo, South Bend (IN)

Rick MacGregor - Ann Arbor, Brighton, Coldwater, Jackson, Milan, Plymouth

Henry Knight - Amherstburg (ON), Detroit Hope, Highland Park, Richmond, Riverview, Troy Oaks

2016 Volunteer Leaders

Staff Pastor - Loretha Smith 
Mission Center Recorder - Ellie Heacock 
Evangelist Coordinator - Carol Walden 
High Priest Coordinator - Talitha Pennington 
Seventy Cordinator - Rick MacGregor 
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2016 Volunteer Youth and Camp Leaders

Spectacular Delegation - Alicia Clore Pearson 
Ventures - Mark Johnson, John Jones 
Friday Knights - Sue Beavers, Derika Grutter 
Saturday Knights - TBD 

Junior Camps 
 Blue Water - Rachel Romanack 
 Park of the Pines - Ruth Eaton 
 Sanford - TBD

Jr. High Camps 
 Blue Water - Kelly Christian 
 Park of the Pines - TBD 
 Sanford - Candace Govitz

Sr. High Camps 
 Blue Water - Rich Allen 
 Park of the Pines - Jamie Lis 
 Sanford - Ben Crowley

Reunions 
 Blue Water - Tim Ross 
 Park of the Pines - Ruth White 
 Sanford - TBD 

SALT 5 Cohort Leader: Bobbie Ann & Dean Robinson

SALT 6 Cohort Leader: Greg & Melissa Varner

Finance Committee: Contact Jack Tigner if you are interested in serving on the Finance Committee for 
2016.  This committee will work to prepare the budget proposal for 2017 and provide input and feedback 
on any possible changes to the mission center fiscal and investment policy. 
 
Environmental Stewardship Committee: Contact Dan Nowiski (dnowiski@cofchrist.org) if you are 
interested in serving on the Earth Stewardship Committee for 2016.  This committee will work to develop 
and share ideas about sustainable practices for congregations and mission center ministries and uphold 
the sacredness of creation in mission center planning and activities.

Minutes Review Committee: Dena DeVormer, Jim Danielson, Sandi Ecker 

Campground Sales Team: Kevin Anderson, Gary Gordier, Kirk Kramer 

Campground Operating Principles Team: 
 Blue Water Campground:  Tom Banks and Kelly Christian 
 Camp Manitou:  Robert Bonhomme and Carol Walden 
 Park of the Pines:  Roger Elkins and Winnie Johnston 
 Sanford Campground:  Kim Penix and Dana Thering 
 The Woodlands:  Mindy Jeffries and Kevin White 
 At-Large:  Tim Ross, Dick Pennington, Mark Baldwin, Richard Herr, TBD 
 Ex-Officio: Mission Center President (MCP) and Mission Center Financial Officer (MCFO) 



14

Journey House Campus Ministry Center - Nominees for terms beginning July 1, 2016 
 
Ben Crowley - Charlotte, Elder, Age 18-35, Male; Occupation: IT Specialist 
Personal Statement: I am an alumni of Journey House having lived there for 5 years during college and 
served as the resident manager for 4 years.  I was involved with the board both during my time as a  
student and as resident manager.  I am strongly committed to Journey House’s mission and ministry.

David Caceres – East Lansing, Elder, Age 54-70, Male; Occupation: Instructional Designer/LMS Admin. 
Personal Statement: I have been serving on the Journey House Board for 4 years. I began serving as the 
representative for the East Lansing Congregation; our primary ministry is to the students at Journey House 
and the college students in the area. I feel I can continue to make an important contribution to the board.

Jack Benac – St. Johns, Elder, Age 54-70, Male; Occupation: Retired from MDOT Traffic Safety Consultant 
Personal Statement: Lifetime Member of the Community of Christ, Priesthood Office since 1983, Lived in 
Laingsburg since 1978, Married for 42 years, Retired from State Government after a 42 year career, Pres. 
Lake Victoria Property Owners Assoc. for 8 years, Served for 16 years on Laingsburg Comm. School Bd.

Richard Hawks – Rose Lake, Seventy, Age 54-70, Male; Occupation: Retired 
Personal Statement: I have served on the Journey House Board since its inception and as secretary for the 
past several years.  I have been involved in campus ministries for 26 years and sense a strong calling by 
God and passion for this ministry.

Joanne Horton – East Lansing, Teacher, Female; Occupation: Retired (Full-time Grandma) 
Personal Statement: I was the Resident Manager at Journey House and dealt with students on a daily basis 
for four years. I know the home and how it is important to work together as a team to maintain the resi-
dence for students on their journey. It would be an honor to continue to serve as a board member at this 
time.

Carole Dudley – Capital, Evangelist, Age 71+, Female; Occupation: Retired HR Dir. & Organ. Consultant 
Personal Statement: People of all ages inspire me to respond.  Sharing with young adults is energizing and 
fulfilling.   As a current member of the Journey House Board directors, it is an opportunity to participate 
with them as we share in relationship building, leadership, spiritual formation, and social activities.

Rick MacGregor – Ann Arbor Congregation, Seventy, Age 54-70, Male

Community Outreach Services Corporoation 
 
• Mission Center Representatives

Previously elected terms 
Jan. 1, 2014 and ending Dec. 31, 2016: Rogers Claussen, David McCray, Andy Omans, John Seifert  
Jan. 1, 2015 and ending Dec. 31, 2017: Thomas Jeffers, Cynthia Omans

Nominees for terms beginning Jan. 1, 2016 and ending Dec. 31, 2018 (two seats available): 
Tammera Bollman – Plymouth Congregation, Elder, Female 
G. Jerry van Rossum - Troy Oaks Congregation, High Priest, Male

• Community Representatives

Previously elected terms 
Jan. 1, 2014 and ending Dec. 31, 2016: Michael Herrick, Cathy Williamson 
Jan. 1, 2015 and ending Dec. 31, 2017: Rick MacGregor, Richard Brownlee

Nominees for terms beginning Jan. 1, 2016 and ending Dec. 31, 2018 (two seats available): 
Julie Bock - Detroit Hope Congregation, Seventy, Female 
L. Clinton Moore - Highland Park Congregation, Seventy, Male
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Campground Boards - Nominees for Terms beginning Jan. 1, 2016

Blue Water Campground

Previously elected terms 
Jan. 1, 2014 and ending Dec. 31, 2016: Tom Banks, Kelly Christian, Kris Daggett, Russel Knight, Richard 
Herr 
Jan. 1, 2015 and ending Dec. 31, 2017: Henry Knight, Janet Hoyt, Richard Parker, Vance Herbert, Brandon  
Robertson

Nominees for terms beginning Jan. 1, 2016 and ending Dec. 31, 2018 (five seats available):

Tim Ross – Eastside Congregation, Age 36-53, Male 
Occupation: Senior Public Relations Agent 
Personal Statement: Member of SALT 5 Cohort.

Greg Varner – Lapeer Congregation, Seventy, Male

Dale Volz – Sandusky Congregation, Evangelist, Male

Autumn Sellers, Female

Park of the Pines

Previously elected terms 
Jan. 1, 2014 and ending Dec. 31, 2016:  Nadine Volz, Lynn Field, Darrin Carter, Carol Harrison, David Smith 
Jan. 1, 2015 and ending Dec. 31, 2017: Bill Dodds, Roger Elkins, Terry Ormsbee, Ruth White, Stephanie 
Marsh

Nominees for terms beginning Jan. 1, 2016 and ending Dec. 31, 2018 (five seats available):  
One term ending Dec. 31, 2017 is open due to resignation:

Kevin Anderson – Kalamazoo Congregation, High Priest, Age 54-70, Male

Eleanor West – Boyne City Congregation, High Priest, Age 71+, Female; Occupation: Retired 
Personal Statement: I’m a lifelong member, Priesthood member, pastor, CSG leader, have been part of the 
Mission Center Council as MCP counselor, Youth worker presenter. I have always been very interested in 
and worked with the church in its operations, historical and spiritual life.

Dennis Ormsbee – Grayling Congregation, High Priest, Age 54-70, Male; Occupation: Retired 
Personal Statement: I have been a board member for a hundred years.  Actually - the longest member on 
the Board that gives me much knowledge as to history of the Park and its needs.

Deb (Johnston) Buehner – Mt. Pleasant Congregation, Teacher, Female

Dennis Christopher – Traverse City Congregation, Elder, Male

Mike Mead – Inland Congregation, Elder, Male

Frances (Hill) Ross – Sault Ste. Marie (ON) Congregation, Female; Occupation: International Sales Sup-
port with Orlaco, a Dutch Company which manufactures, supplies, and services cameras and display 
systems that improve the safety and efficiency of vehicles, machinery and vessels. 
Personal Statement: I have attended the Park of the Pines with my parents for reunions since 1960. Since 
1968 I have attended youth camps and have also served as a counselor at camps at all levels.

Lydia Wilson – Cheboygan Congregation, Female 
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Sanford

Previously elected terms 
Jan. 1, 2014 and ending Dec. 31, 2016: Ruth Ann Nagle, Betty Beauchamp, Renee Congleton, Leon Wiltse, 
Angie Varner 
Jan. 1, 2015 and ending Dec. 31, 2017: Candace Govitz, Ray Persall, Dana Thering, Richard Hamilton, 
Everett  
Wiltse

Nominees for terms beginning Jan. 1, 2016 and ending Dec. 31, 2018 (five seats available):

Mary Jane Miller – Capital Area Congregation, High Priest, Age 71+, Female 
Personal Statement: Parliamentarian

Kenneth Dudley – Capital Area Congregation, Evangelist, Age 71+, Male; Occupation: Retired 
Personal Statement: I have been President of the Sanford Campground Board for a long time. I also have 
been a member of the Sanford Campground Board for over 30 years. My interested in the campgrounds is 
helping to make sure the campground is ready for people to have a Worshipful and Spiritual connection 
with God.

Kristine Beckman – Charlotte Congregation, Elder, Age 54-70, Female 
Personal Statement: I have been a member of the Community of Christ for 40 years and have served in 
the priesthood since 1990.  In that time I have spent many hours working with camps and reunions at the 
Sanford Camp Grounds.  I believe that I have the time, background and experience to effective serve on 
this board.

Patti Leis – Mt. Pleasant Congregation, Elder, Female

Lewis Mogg – Coleman Congregation, Elder, Male

Joel Sentz – Coleman Congregation, Male
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Audit Reports
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Community of Christ - Michigan Campgrounds
Summary of Audited Balance Sheets as of 12/31/2014

Blue Water Camp Manitou Park of the Pines Sanford The Woodlands
Assets:
Cash & Investments:
Cash in Bank, Checking $43,356.72 $20,181.58 $18,981.17 $17,602.04 $4,575.94
Cash in Bank, Savings $51,735.36
Petty Cash $500.00 $500.00
World Church Affiliate Investment Pool $8,742.60 $252,540.21 $32,714.48
Total Cash & Investments $43,356.72 $29,424.18 $271,521.38 $69,837.40 $37,290.42

Buildings & Property/Fixed Assets:
  Land, Buildings & Improvements $1,637,741.98
  Land $165,000.00 $312,200.00
  Buildings $879,585.95
  Buildings & Improvements $480,428.24
  Equipment $24,461.00 $26,410.95
   Equipment, Vehicles, Furniture, Fixtures $18,031.66
Total Buildings & Property/Fixed Assets $1,662,202.98 $1,070,996.90 $810,659.90

Total Assets $1,705,559.70 $1,100,421.08 $271,521.38 $880,497.30 $37,290.42

Liabilities, Reserves & Net Assets:

Liabilities:
World Church Loan $15,938.62 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Accounts Payable $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Total Liabilities $15,938.62 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Reserves & Net Assets:
Operating Fund $43,356.72 $16,145.35 ($100.70) $24,954.58 $37,290.42

Operating Reserve Fund $669.77 $16,000.00

Furniture & Equipment Reserve $4,875.45 $1,000.00 $15,843.64

Vehicle Replacement Reserve $2,608.24 $7,500.00 $4,203.82

Maintenance Reserve $1,000.00

Development Fund $5,125.37 $24,835.36

Building Fund $229,312.63

Endowment Fund $16,809.45

Equity in Buildings & Property/Fixed Assets $1,646,264.36 $1,070,996.90 $810,659.90

Total Liabilities, Reserves & Net Assets $1,705,559.70 $1,100,421.08 $271,521.38 $880,497.30 $37,290.42

Please Note: Park of the Pines and The Woodlands do not currently state the value of Land, Buildings, Furnishings and
Equipment on their financial statements.  The fixed asset values for the other campgrounds should not be relied upon as fair
market values or as depreciated cost basis values because of varying accounting methods used at each campground.
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Community of Christ - Michigan Campgrounds
Summary of 2014 Audited Operating Fund Income Statements 

Blue Water Camp Manitou Park of the Pines Sanford The Woodlands Combined
Revenues
Grounds Usage General (Retreats, Etc.) $3,646.50 $3,646.50
Grounds Usage Reunion 20,000.02 11,310.20 31,310.22
Grounds Usage Youth 6,344.00 8,181.80 14,525.80
Grounds Usage 2,520.00 14,599.00 5,840.00 22,959.00
Grounds Usage & Meal Fees 32,918.50 32,918.50
Grounds Usage Friends 42,326.00 3,484.50 4,075.00 2,331.00 52,216.50
Food Service 54,881.09 15,584.00 15,083.91 85,549.00
Canteen 1,676.83 1,676.83
Congregational Support 32,666.21 36,564.79 40,487.83 21,363.37 13,586.13 144,668.33
Families/Individuals/Friends Donations 5,877.17 500.00 6,377.17
Maintenance Donations/Fund-raisers 7,155.50 7,155.50
Congregation Donations 8,292.40 3,605.83 11,898.23
Rally Weekend 9,596.58 9,596.58
Fund-raisers/Projects 800.00 23,114.50 6,584.75 3,406.00 33,905.25
Other Income 2,049.02 15,682.03 1,491.63 19,222.68
Logging Income 11,217.00 11,217.00
Investment Pool Earnings 187.44 523.68 631.83 1,342.95
Total Revenues $171,555.57 $128,972.76 $87,802.09 $65,964.08 $35,891.54 $490,186.04

Expenses
Salaries-Caretaker/Resident Mgr (inc. taxes) $19,731.25 $22,492.32 $13,743.66 $17,834.80 $11,697.91 $85,499.94
Salaries - Waterfront, Life Guard, Etc. 6,223.00 1,828.07 1,015.00 9,066.07
General Supplies 4,737.40 875.24 1,907.66 1,848.13 1,659.06 11,027.49
Telephone/Internet 2,659.71 2,959.54 1,608.38 971.46 669.49 8,868.58
Electricity 12,537.73 9,410.37 5,962.67 9,630.70 4,422.34 41,963.81
Gas/Propane/Natural Gas 11,772.61 13,049.20 21,371.66 5,203.98 721.05 52,118.50
Water & Water Testing 511.24 130.47 1,627.20 2,268.91
Trash Removal 1,035.00 954.15 1,409.92 975.00 1,042.14 5,416.21
Vehicles-Gas/Oil/Maintenance 91.00 8,265.92 1,094.32 1,497.44 2,066.10 13,014.78
Equipment Maintenance 6,167.75 6,167.75
Maintenance and Repairs 13,462.05 10,831.61 18,617.91 4,258.70 6,180.41 53,350.68
Improvements 317.60 1,375.66 1,693.26
Caretaker House/Area 4,697.57 4,697.57
Insurance 18,112.00 15,986.00 15,229.00 16,121.00 12,019.00 77,467.00
Inspections/Licenses/Lake Assessment 2,401.47 1,005.63 722.00 431.25 4,560.35
Administrative 886.35 1,802.28 355.54 68.60 629.57 3,742.34
Loan Payments 3,350.00 3,350.00
Audit 249.55 162.19 187.38 599.12
Marketing/Promotion 388.80 202.08 590.88
Food 46,089.05 8,203.54 9,879.75 17,071.73 81,244.07
Canteen 1,480.21 1,480.21
Rally Weekend Expenses 1,675.91 1,675.91
Miscellaneous 11.30 2,787.50 2,798.80
Fire Monitoring/Prevention 3,424.02 3,424.02
Furniture/Equipment & Tools 759.91 112.98 34,145.66 35,018.55
Total Expenses $151,065.48 $102,191.28 $95,066.74 $79,348.18 $83,433.12 $511,104.80

Net Operating Income (Loss) $20,490.09 $26,781.48 ($7,264.65) ($13,384.10) ($47,541.58) ($20,918.76)

Please Note: The Income Statements above reflect only the Operating Fund activity.  Details on the various Reserve Funds, 
Development Fund, Building Fund, etc. are shown in the individual campground audit reports that can be requested for review.
Copies of the complete audited financial statements are included in the financial reports notebooks in the display area.
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Blue Water Campground 

Blue Water Campground has enjoyed another good year in 2015.  The campground was busy with seventeen 
scheduled events including two Reunions, youth camps for Early Junior, Late Junior, Junior High, and Senior 
High, four band camps, SALT classes, scrapbook weekends, Women’s Retreat, and a New Year Youth Retreat.   
We want to thank everyone who made these events possible and all that attended them.  We are happy to 
report that we have sixteen events tentatively scheduled for 2016.  

One of our yearly events is our Spring Workweek, which was held from May 18th through the Memorial  
Weekend.  While work was limited due to finances, many good things were accomplished during the week.  
Work accomplished during the week included repair of a water leak in the RV park, removal of two dead trees, 
repair of most window cranks in the Lodge rooms, cleaning of gutters on lower part of the Lodge, and the  
replacement of two doors in the Lodge.  Our biggest project during the week was the construction of a  
platform and assembly of a walk-in freezer outside behind the Lodge.  The freezer shell (previously used) 
was purchased a couple of years ago.  Contributions were received for the compressor unit and the necessary 
electrical connections.  We wish to thank the contributors that made this possible.  Those who worked on 
the many projects during the week include Tom Banks, Dale Volz, Dick Parker, Andy Phillips, Carolyn Phillips, 
Kelly Christian and his mom, and the Romanick  family, and others who worked on the Memorial Garden and  
flowers around the Lodge.  Thank you to all for sharing your time, talents, and your support of the  
campground. 

I want to thank those serving on the Blue Water Campground board of directors during 2015 which include 
Tom Banks, Kelly Christian, Glenn Curtis, Kris Daggett, Vance Herbert, Janet Hoyt, Henry Knight, Russell 
Knight, Ron Kuenzli, Lewis Muir, Richard Parker, Brandon Robertson, Greg Varner, Dale Volz, and Sheri Wis-
mer.  Mission Center representative on the board include Deb Crowley, Dena DeVormer, and their alternates 
Dick Pennington and Gary Villeneuve.  I would also like to thank our caretakers/Business Managers Peggy 
and Darrell Bechtel who have work very hard around the campground and work closely with the board of  
directors to make the campground the best that it can be.

I would like to also thank the congregations and individuals who support the Blue Water Campground, not only  
financially, but also sharing of talents and promotion of the activities at the campground.  All of your support 
helps in providing opportunities for ministry and fellowship that is offered to those who attend. 

In His Service, 
Rick Herr, Board President 
Blue Water Campground

Camp Manitou 

Camp Manitou’s first season was in 1956. 2015 will be our last. It was a mixed season. Our junior high 
camp did not find a director in an appropriate amount of time and additional problems caused its  
cancelation. The Early Junior, Late Junior, Senior High Retreat (or Mini-Camp) and Reunion were well  
attended with high quality programs. We’ve had several weddings this season and other activities as well. 
 
We are looking forward to our final program, a retreat to be held October 16th, 17th,  and 18th 
at the campgrounds. Camp Manitou was affiliated with the Chicago District, and the North-
eastern Illinois district for the first two decades of its existence. We are excited to host a num-
ber of former campers from those two areas for our final camp. A busy weekend is being planned. 
 
We thank all those who have supported us through our triumphs and challenges over the years. We  
especially thank all those who have volunteered their time and effort to bring the blessings of the Holy Spirit 
to campers in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Ontario.  The last meeting of the Camp Board will be November 
19th.

Yours in Christ, 
Brian Hice 
Camp Manitou Board Chair

Cam
pground Board Reports
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Park of the Pines

Thanks to everyone that supported the Park of the Pines in 2015.  You may have attended one of the camps, 
activities, retreats, or reunion.  You may have turned out for work projects, made financial contributions, or 
prayed for the success of Park of the Pines events.  It takes many individuals to make a campground a success 
and the Park is fortunate to have so many partners working to make thecampground a success.

Camps, retreats and reunion all had excellent turnouts and wonderful reports were the norm from the many 
activities.   In addition to the traditional events the Park hosted the Cheboygan football camp, two scrapbook 
retreats, several weddings,  several family reunions and a very successful weekend photography retreat.  The 
auction held during reunion, featuring many gift baskets.  It was one of the most successful auctions held.  
Close to $5,000 was raised for the maintenance budget.  Last October the Park’s first Fall Festival was held and 
will be taking place again this year.  In addition to routine maintenance the resident manager’s house and the 
junior building received new shingles.  The old Beach house received a great deal of attention and now is a 
much more versatile and functional building.

The Park has been in discussion with the  Boyne City to Charlevoix trail group. A  bicycle trail  is planned that 
will follow the Boyne City Road.  The trail will pass by the Park of the Pines and our discussion has been on 
how the Park might help the trail group and they have expressed interest in helping us as well.

Bill and Winnie Johnston have continued as resident managers.  They bring a wealth of skills to the job and a 
long-standing love for the Park of the Pines.  They maintain a Park of the Pines facebook page which is updated 
with information and photos.  Sunset photos from Lake Charlevoix have been a regular feature to  their posts.  
You can keep up with the Park of the Pines by liking the Park of the Pines facebook page.

 

Park of the Pines by The Numbers

32    campers   Senior High 
24  “    Junior High 
37 “   Junior 
50+ “   Women’s Retreat 
168    Reunion Registrations 
10    Baptisms at Reunion

Roger Elkins, 
Park of the Pines Board president

Sanford  Campground

Greetings delegates and friends from the Sanford Board.

2015 – A year filled with new innovative ministry, youth retreats, family camps, maintenance frustrations 
and productive repairs, and ongoing ministries.

Another camping season comes to a close, and we reflect back on the events and fond memories each cre-
ated:

The campground opened its doors to the Housing for the Homeless Coalition of Midland County and gave 
shelter to over 17 homeless families, single dads with children, and single moms with older male children – 
who couldn’t find help from other agencies throughout the winter – Nov 2014 thru March 2015.   During their 
stay, the Homeless Coalition helped families with child care, job searching, finding more permanent shelter, 
life skills and more. John Congleton envisioned this innovative ministry and worked with the Sanford Board 
to make it happen. Kudos to the Coleman, Farwell, Sanford and Midland congregations and churches of other 
denominations for their untiring efforts to coordinate meals and cook for the families.  
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Memorial Weekend on the Lake kicked off the summer season.   What a delightful experience with many church 
and community folks coming together for free camping.  The weekend is a fund raiser for the campground and 
contributions by generous campers got the season off to a stable start.  Many classic car fans came to partici-
pate in the car show, children participated in games sponsored by mission center congregations and had their 
faces painted.  Families gathered for the craft show, bake sale and auction.  There was a tasty BBQ dinner and 
plenty of food available throughout the weekend.  

 

“Live, Love, Share” Reunion focus brought the Christ-centered community together with the leadership of 
Dana Thering and Renee Congleton.  Many other committed volunteers shared their giftedness with worship, 
classes, activities and meal preparation.  Vibrant singing, in-depth dialogue and conversation, and spontane-
ous fun highlighted the reunion experience for all ages and deepened relationships with God and each other.  
Two persons committed their lives to discipleship through baptism.  God is good!!

Four youth camps under the direction of spirit-filled leaders welcomed campers to discover and refine their 
giftedness and participate in worship, campfires, recreation, classes and more.  Thanks to the directors, staff, 
congregations & families that provide the opportunity for the youth to share in the love that Jesus Christ has 
for them.  

The 4th of July Fireworks gathered hundreds of spectators from the community to enjoy the amazing view of 
the fireworks over Sanford Lake, while also camping and enjoying tasty food from the canteen.

This year the Special Needs camp was the largest it had ever been thanks to the efforts of director, Gary Wesch.   
Each camper has a companion to share in the activities with them.  

Women took a break during the Women’s Retreat and filled their soul with devotions, lively conversation and 
tasty meals.  

Ghosts and goblins paraded and trick or treated during the second Halloween camping weekend.  This is a re-
sounding success and seems to be becoming an annual event.  Lots of games, pumpkin decorating, and haunted 
forest scavenger hunt highlight this active fun-filled weekend.

Board members and camp managers, Kim and Joe Higgins, coordinated work days and weekends, cleaning and 
upgrading the grounds, removing trees, repairing women’s  and men’s restrooms, replacing the floor in the “C” 
dorm among many other improvements.  Many thanks to the volunteers that give their time and skills to work 
on behalf of camping ministry.

The Sanford Board continues to plan for the future, to increase participation and find new ways to bring people 
to Christ.  We are grateful for the many people who contribute to support Sanford Campground, whether 
through financial donations, their time, or in sharing their gifts and talents in some other way.  It is through 
your generosity that we are able to continue our mission.

God’s continued blessings, 
Ken Dudley, President 
Sanford Board 
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The Woodlands 

2015 was a great year for The Woodlands! The grounds were used for 26 events including at least five dif-
ferent faith organizations besides Community of Christ. We also had Quilter and Ham Radio clubs use the 
grounds, along with C of C congregations and families. 

The year had plenty of snow and many groups were able to take advantage of our unique sledding hill and 
beautiful cross-country ski trails. Youth retreats and congregations both took advantage of our winter  won-
derland. 

Warmer weather brought out the campers and the summer got busy.  

Pirates sailed the Sea of Sea in to Family Camp this year where wonderfully creative and Spirit filled worship 
and activities were again offered without a registration fee.  People responded generously with their treasure 
and the blessings were paid forward in the form of seventy-five school backpacks that were distributed to 
four different locations. It was amazing to see 75+ people at campfires as well!   
 
Attendance continues to grow each year at this unique family camping experience. 

The first ever, three-night, Jr. Adventure Camp (grades 3-5) was sponsored by a congregation at a cost of $40 
per camper. Out of the 17 campers attending, 12 had never been to a camp before!  Campers learned ecology, 
woodcraft, orienteering, and shelter building amongst other things. Some favorite activities also included their 
obstacle courses, fishing, and the 100ft. water slide. They also seemed to favor the cable slide and giant swing at 
the swimming pond. Adventures with God are the best, and everyone is looking forward to future opportunities. 

The Rally was another smashing success, with people once again sharing generously of time, money and  
talents. Not many understand the vast number of people who contribute to the event in so many ways.  
Family, food, fun, and worship,… all of the highest quality, and served in love. We thank you for your service. 

The motor cycle retreat roared in and out without incident, and the Senior Geezer, I mean LEISURE Camp 
was the biggest ever. Since they won’t tell us what they do at Leisure Camp we’ll assume they were up to their 
usual shenanigans.  

The first ever R3 retreat to Rest, Restore, and Rejuvenate was also congregationally sponsored. It proved to 
be a great blessing, and the ministry provided was timely in the lives of many participants. It was well  
attended by adults across a wide spectrum. Look for more of this! 

Men’s retreat provided an opportunity to tell our stories, create vision, and rededicate ourselves to the path 
of the disciple. We Journey Together. 

The plans for the low ropes course and expansion of the program center were put on hold after the April 
conference, but that didn’t slow the caretakers down. Bathrooms were painted, the playground equipment 
was painted, new trails were opened up for future use, and recreation amenities were relocated closer to the 
camping area for ease of use, and many other projects were completed. Maintenance and repairs, and general 
upkeep might tire some people out, but they just seem to fire our caretakers up! The grounds have honestly 
never looked better. Kudos to Brian and Darlene! Thank you for genuinely caring for the grounds and all those 
who experienced them.

Respectfully, 
The Woodlands Board



27

Ministry Reports
Mission Center President Report

The past year has been full of transition and unknown.  At the end of 2014 we learned that Bobbie Ann  
Robinson and Deb Crowley would be retiring from their employment with Community of Christ.  We are 
thankful for their many years of dedicated service and thoughtful leadership.  During the initial months of 
2015 much time was spent discerning how to implement interim leadership while USA and World leaders de-
termined new models for budget, organization structure, and staffing.  In the meantime members, delegates, 
and leaders prepared for the Spring Conference after years of study and dialogue about our ownership and 
stewardship of campground properties.

Following the Spring Conference, our work as an interim MCP Team began on May 1 with many questions 
to answer and new situations to address.  We are grateful for the assistance of the Campground Sales Team 
members who continue to provide their advice and time to help plan for the sale of Camp Manitou and The 
Woodlands.  Our hearts have been filled with the pain of grief and loss felt by many of you who will be losing 
a treasured place for worship, activity, and spiritual discovery.  It has been humbling to listen to the many 
stories of growth and friendship that have taken place in these sacred places over several decades, and we 
join you in celebrating many years or faithful ministry.

When we started in May as an interim team we shared a video to express our vision and focus for leading 
mission and set goals to meet by the end of the year.  

Invite People to Christ - Have at least 86 first time attendees at the fall mission center conference.   
Goal partially met - We have forty-two first time attendees registered so far. 

Abolish Poverty, End Suffering – Get at least two new congregations to covenant to use the Open Table 
model.   
Goal still in progress - Several have expressed interest, but no new congregations have signed a covenant

Pursue Peace on Earth – Plan three training workshops led by Gamaliel community organizers for people 
to learn about having “Sacred Conversations.”   
Goal partially met - Workshops have not been planned, but we hope you will engage with Gamaliel leaders 
this weekend and attend their presentation on Sunday morning.

Develop Disciples to Serve - Identify and prepare at least three people in each Congregation Support 
Group (CSG) to teach new Temple School courses.  
Goal Met! - We have over forty instructors identified.

Experience Congregations in Mission – Prepare six new congregations to engage in the Leading Congre-
gation in Mission (LCM) process in 2016.   
Goal partially met - The Brighton, Clio, Riverview, and Waterford congregations are preparing to begin the 
LCM process next year.

In June we listened to your ideas about what matters most at five meetings around the mission center.  During 
July and August we attended meetings in each of Congregation Support Groups to provide updates and gather 
your feedback about budget priorities.  With your input in mind we have worked with our field apostle to de-
velop a budget proposal and mission center structure that we believe will be the most efficient and effective 
within the new model beginning in 2016.

Also in August we worked on a short time line to schedule mission center sponsored camping ministries for 
the summer of 2016.  In order for campground boards to move forward with scheduling for other program-
ming and use, we worked quickly to review the survey results and recommendations from the Gathering 
Ministries Team and analyze participation, staffing, and financial trends for our camping ministries.  As we 
transition to the use of three campgrounds for 2016 we have planned reunions and youth camps at each 
campground so that each age camp will occur in three locations on different dates.  Your involvement and 
input to plan and staff camps and reunions next year will be greatly appreciated.

As we worked to discern a vision for the future of the mission center it became clear that a model for  
combining the staff, congregation support groups, and mission center council could provide for increased 
efficiencies and streamlined communications.  The feedback of current leaders in each of these groups have 
helped us to develop our proposed plan for a larger mission center council consisting of members who will 
carry on the support and communication roles of the current CSG Leaders.  We are excited about the oppor-
tunity for these local leaders to be focused on mission and building relationships.

Over the past few months many prayers and conversations about the future have led us to think creatively 
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about how to revitalize congregations and develop new leaders.  We firmly believe that it is within our grasp as 
a mission center to develop sustainable sources for funding mission now and into the future by wisely invest-
ing our collective assets for ongoing budget support.  

We ask for your support in designating the net proceeds from the Eastland Congregation to grow the Admin-
istrative Support Fund.  In the years to come we envision that you generous response will grow mission cen-
ter funds to the level where investment earning support will fully support the annual mission center budget 
to provide necessary mission and administrative support and allow congregations to invest more and more 
funds for pursing mission in local communities.

MCP Team 
Nanette Anderson, Adam Bouverette, Noelle Gaffka, Dan Nowiski, Dianna Vanderkarr

Mission Center Financial Officer Report

To the Mission Center Conference,

It has truly been my pleasure to serve as the Mission Center Financial Officer for the Michigan USA/Canada  
Mission Center since January 2013.   I’ve enjoyed meeting and interacting with many of you.  In particular, I have great  
appreciation for the Congregation Financial Officers and Assistant Financial Officers whose ministry is so vital 
to our congregations.  Too often those roles are taken for granted and often are not recognized for the sacrifice 
that is graciously being extended by those individuals.  This would also be true for many others serving our 
campgrounds and other ministries who handle the finances of the church.  Please remember to thank those 
individuals when you see them.    

In January 2016, the church in the United States will be operating under a new model that will provide great 
benefits.  The model is also one of significant change.  As part of the new model, Jack Tigner will be assuming 
the role of Mission Center Financial Officer as of January 1, 2016 and I am grateful for his willingness to serve 
the church in this manner.  I would ask that you provide support to him in the same manner that has been 
extended to me.  I will still be living in Michigan and will continue to serve the church in Michigan but my role 
and title will change on that same date to an Administrative Support Minister.  I look forward to continuing to 
serve with you in the coming year in this new role.  

I continue to be very grateful to the dedicated support of Cathy Hopkins who serves as Assistant Mission 
Center Financial Officer.  Without her support, many things would not get the attention they deserve.  I’m also 
pleased to say that Cathy has agreed to continue serving in 2016 in a similar role and the church is blessed 
because of her dedicated service.  

A special thanks is extended to our congregations and many individuals for their generous financial support 
of the ministries of the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center and the Worldwide Ministries of the church 
through Mission Tithes offerings.  Because of your support, many lives are being touched as we continue to 
strive to bring the mission initiatives to life!  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have.  I can be reached by 
email at dena@cofchristmi.org or by phone at 616-863-8185.  

Thank you for your continued generous financial and prayerful support,

Dena DeVormer 
Mission Center Financial Officer
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Blue Water Emerging Congregation

In response to the World Church’s call to create new expressions of the Community of Christ, an emerging 
congregation is starting that will meet at Blue Water Campgrounds.   The Blue Water Congregation (BWC) will 
meet quarterly for weekend retreats and in small wave groups in between larger gatherings.   Our goal is to 
create a space where those who are not actively engaged in a local congregation can come re-connect with the 
Community of Christ vision and to create a place that they will invite others to.   We invite people of all ages to 
come join us for fellowship, worship, study and service as we try to grow as disciples and live out the Mission 
Initiatives of the church.   All are welcome to join or just drop by for a weekend of spiritual renewal.   Our first 
gathering will take place April 23-24th 2016.     More info to come.  

If you have any questions please contact Rich Allen at  richallen80@hotmail.com.   

Campground Sales Report 
November 7, 2015

Following reports from consultants and a report from the Michigan Campground Team, a special mission 
center conference was called for April 11, 2015 to consider the recommendations prepared by the Michigan 
Campground Team.  The result of that conference action was a resolution to sell Camp Manitou and The Wood-
lands. 

Since the sale of these campground properties is complex, the Mission Center President (MCP) and Mission 
Center Financial Officer (MCFO) asked three members in the mission center with experience and knowledge 
related to real estate transactions and property management to provide them with guidance and advice.  The 
Sales Team consists of Gary Gordier, Kevin Anderson, and Kirk Kramer.  Additional information about each of 
these individuals is available on the Mission Center website.  

The Sales Team is tasked with identifying a realtor(s), approving the property listings, preparing the proper-
ties for maximum sale price, and negotiating with potential buyers.  The first meeting was held on 4/30/2015 
and the team continues to meet as required, while doing independent work between meetings.  

To provide some succinct answers to some of the questions that have been asked regarding the campground 
sales, the following is presented in a Question & Answer format.  

Q:  Have we found a realtor(s) to list the campgrounds?

A:   Yes, the Sales Team received two proposals from realtors.  Both realtors who submitted proposals 
indicated similar marketing approaches.  One realtor offered to reduce the commission that we would be 
required to pay if he were permitted to list both properties.  Subsequently, we have agreed to use that realtor 
as the listing agent for both Camp Manitou and The Woodlands. 

Q: When will the campgrounds be listed for sale?

A:  Actual execution of the listing agreement requires that we have a listing price.  At the present time we are 
awaiting an independent third-party appraisal for each campground.  Hence, the actual execution of the list-
ing is being held pending feedback from the appraisals. 

Q:  Is there a current estimation of what the values are for The Woodlands and Camp Manitou?

A:  As previously stated, the Sales Team is awaiting the completion of the appraisals.  It should be noted that 
any appraisal is only a snapshot at a specific point in time as to the potential value.  We are required to use a 
State of Michigan certified Appraiser with the “Certified General Real Estate Appraiser” credential.  State law 
requires the use of this designation for any property that could have a value exceeding $1million, and/or has 
potential use beyond residential usage. 

Q:  Weren’t values presented to the April Conference?

A:  Yes, values were presented at the April Conference.  It was stated several times at the conference that 
these values were simply a marketing projection of one person (a realtor) and did not necessarily present 
the “highest and best use” valuations.  Further, appraisals are merely a snapshot in time.  We can all probably 
recall what happened in 2007 when virtually overnight properties lost 50-75% of their value.  It may be that 
the campgrounds can be sold for some purpose other than a campground, which may yield a higher value.  
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This is why an independent third-party appraisal is being done. 

Q:  Has any interest been expressed in either campground property for sale?

A: Yes, the Sales Team has received contacts from individuals who may be interested in purchasing both 
the properties that are available for sale. Conversations with these interested parties are ongoing. These  
potential buyers will be excluded from the listing agreements with the realtor, which will give us some negotiating  
latitude since we will not be required to pay any commission.

Q:  What is going to be done with the equipment located at each campground? 
A:  Following are some possible answers that are responsive to this question.

1. If a prospective purchaser of the property would want the equipment, this is something that could be 
negotiated as part of an overall transaction.  Generally, equipment may yield a higher value if  handled  
separate from the real estate, albeit potentially sold to a prospective purchaser of the real estate.  

2. An auction sale could be held to dispose of the property. 

3. If one of the other remaining campgrounds would want any of the equipment, it could be available to  
them for a price.  If multiple campgrounds would want the same piece of equipment, it could be sold to the  
highest bidder.

4. The equipment could simply be given to the remaining campgrounds.

 
Mission Center Leadership will have to make a decision on the disposal of equipment, based upon what  
happens with any offer to purchase the campground.

Michigan Quorum of High Priests

Before stepping down, Dave Premoe was the coordinator for the high priests, and we are grateful for his  
insightful leadership during the past year.  In January, a significant number of high priests attended a pilot 
class taught by Quorum president Jane Gardner on the new High Priest Temple School course.  Then, in August, 
some were able to attend the World Church Ministers retreat at Nauvoo.  

Because many high priests have expressed a desire to meet together on a more frequent basis, we are meeting 
in conjunction with the evangelists on the second Tuesday of every month.   During the coming year, we hope 
to meet with high priests in geographic areas, recognizing that coming to Tuesday morning meetings is not 
feasible for many.  Our focus this year will be on ministry opportunities in the Mission Center.  We expect to 
provide significant support to the Mission Center leadership.  If any high priest is not receiving the monthly 
bulletins, Mary Jane Miller from the Capital congregation, should be contacted.  She has graciously agreed to 
be our liaison.   I look forward to meeting with you sometime during the coming year.

Talitha Pennington 
High Priest Coordinator/Pastor

 
Evangelist Report

Greetings from the Evangelists of the mission center:

As always, your Evangelists have been prayerful for all congregations and fellow disciples of Jesus Christ.  
We have been visiting congregations all year and this will continue in 2016. We are willing to come into  
congregations to preach and teach on Sunday and just being a “presence” among the saints. Just contact me at 
thunder_cw@yahoo.com and I will help you receive that ministry from an Evangelist.

This year we are including all World Church Ministers as we make an extra special effort to visit all  
congregations in April and May more details will be coming in early 2016.

As Evangelists, we welcome you to talk with us about Evangelist Blessings, educating ourselves on this  
sacrament is important to each of us and the church.

In August, World Church Ministers and mission center staff gathered for our annual retreat, this year we  
traveled to Nauvoo, a great experience. Our guests were Kris and Peter Judd.   We were truly blessed with God’s 
Blessings!
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Now our Mission Prayer is also our prayer:

Lord, where will your Spirit lead today?  Help me be fully awake and ready to respond. Grant me the courage 
to risk something new and become a blessing of your love and peace.  Amen.

Carol Walden, 
Evangelist 

Seventy Report

It has been a year of change not only for the Mission Center but for all of the USA church. With the changes in 
the leadership of the USA there has been a realigning of the Quorums of Seventy. We will no longer have 10, 
it has been reduced to 9. Michigan is now in the new 5th Quorum with Karin Peter as our president. We look 
forward to working with her next year.

On April 10th ten of us went to Nauvoo for our Quorum retreat. We shared in laughter and study of how to 
reach out to those seeking a relationship with Christ. It is true what they say about us Seventy we are a dif-
ferent kind of person. There were 10 of us from Michigan that went. We have 24 Seventies in Michigan. That 
includes are our new ordinates at the conference this weekend. I would like to take this time to welcome John 
Jones, Mark Johnson and Kevin White. to the Quorum. I know a number of us are working with congregations 
in the Mission Center on how to reach out to those in their areas that are seeking Christ. If anyone would like 
to have a Seventy come and share with their congregation please feel free to contact any one of us or me per-
sonally.

Onward in His Name,

Rick MacGregor 
130 Myrtle Ave. 
Ann Arbor MI 48103

734-678-8738 
rickmac101@comcast.net

“Therefore, if you have desires to serve God, ye are called to the work, for, the field is white already to 
harvest”              
Doctrine & Covenants 4c

Detroit Hope

Let me tell you a little about Detroit Hope…

Hopefully this information is credible, seeing as how the information comes from someone who’s been part of 
the ministry for the past 11 years! My name is David McCray and I serve as an Elder in the Community of Christ 
and my official title is Urban Minister. Since the birth of Detroit Hope back in 2005, I have seen growth and 
multiple transformations. The reality of serving in a community like ours is that people are always moving, so 
nobody ever really grows up with us at Detroit Hope, but that doesn’t mean we don’t have the opportunity to 
touch lives! 

We have been blessed with countless ways to serve our community, from Forgotten Harvest (our fresh food 
distribution) to our clothing closet that has been keeping our neighbors warm during these tough winters. I 
am truly excited to be part of a ministry that is truly selfless within its serving. Our pizza church is a prime 
example of what Zion could be like. Kids of all ages coming together to hear a little about Jesus Christ, have 
some fun and eat some pizza at the end. And it happens EVERY SINGLE WEDNESDAY! I think that is a blessing 
within itself. 

The other great part about this ministry is to know you’re not in it alone. We’re not in this alone because of the 
support we have around us - our brothers and sisters of Community of Christ! We are always receiving the help 
we need in order to continue serving our community: Help with our summer camp by donating sports equip-
ment, arts and craft supplies and guest ministry to talk with our kids about peace. Help by food donations to go 
in our emergency food pantry, or even clothes for our clothing closet. The results of our ministry are showing 
in the lives that are being changed and our families who feel like they are loved and have a place to belong. It is 
truly a blessing to be a part of my Detroit Hope family and an even greater blessing to know that Detroit Hope 
is just a small part of my bigger family in Community of Christ.

Thank You, 
David McCray
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Journey House

“Learn, Live, Create, & Transform” sets the course for young adults residing in the Journey House and friends 
that participate in campus ministry activities.   The support of the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center is 
a blessing to the spiritual, educational, and personal development of students attending higher education 
institutions.  This past year has indeed been a journey of faith with heart-felt campus ministry and engaging 
activities.  Residents, other students and friends participate when and where they have time.   A review of the 
year reveals an active, exciting calendar packed with events and opportunities for service along with count-
less tasks achieved.  Kudos to Abi Fangboner, resident manager, and the East Lansing congregation for their 
untiring efforts to support the residents and friends who participate.  They are truly “the wind beneath the 
wings” of the Journey House as they collaborate with the Board of Directors to provide campus ministry with 
young adults.

Here is a snap shot view of what the Journey House has been up to:

• Welcome and Survival kits distributed to 40 or more campus ministry friends at MSU.   Welcome kits are  
delivered the first couple of weeks of the fall semester and survival kits are distributed the week before 
final exams in the fall and spring.  It’s a great way to connect with the students, build relationships and 
they really appreciate the thought! 

• Service to the JoHo and each other and the community: holding bi-monthly house meetings to catch up 
on current news; coming together for a sharing day where each resident shares something they are inter-
ested in with the group; touring around the mission center with the Life to Lead band sharing worship; 
initiating service projects for the Community of Christ and community. In addition, residents host the Sr. 
High weekend in the fall to give teens a glimpse of what college life is like.  

• Spiritual Formation: Sunday evening worship during the academic year with the East Lansing congrega-
tion is followed by a meal or snack.  Bible study is available to delve into scripture and discuss perspec-
tives.  Local and visiting ministers come to build relationships, inspire and lead worship and study.  

• Activities: Opportunity abounds for fun! Last year several residents were interested in learning how to 
play the guitar. A diverse class of about 8 people formed and they met on Wednesdays and/or Fridays.  
They come with various level of skills to learn, play hymns & Oldies but Goodies contemporary music & 
chat.  Some other activities include:   game and movie nights, studying together, watching sports on the 
3rd floor, apple pie making, carving Halloween pumpkins, sharing Thanksgiving dinner, secret Santa notes 
& exchange, coffee/tea crawl with pizza, cooking & meals together in the kitchen.   Weekly lunches at the 
MSU food court finds residents & friends sharing in lively conversation.  

• JoHo house maintenance initiatives:  Residents, East Lansing congregation & supporters formed a “green 
team” and maintenance committee.   They built a compost bin for food and lawn products, held spring & 
fall clean up days and collaborated with several companies to complete necessary repairs to comply with 
East Lansing housing requirements.    A few of the improvements include:  installing additional insula-
tion in 3rd floor attic, venting one of  the resident bathrooms, replacing roof tiles, painting exterior trim, 
replacing some storm windows and re-chalking others, and last (but not least) removal of 200 pounds of 
bee hive and honey which has been a several year challenge!  

Nearing the 17th year of the Journey House, it is with boundless joy and gratitude that we thank the Michigan 
USA/Canada Mission Center for the loving, caring, financial support.  Let us continue “journeying” together as 
a Zionic signal community becoming “One & Visible in Christ”.  

Ventures

Youth Ventures for Christ is getting ready for another season of worship, service projects, games, FUN, and 
learning about God in the most inviting and accepting setting that a senior high youth could possibly be in. 
Staff are teachers, confidants, “guidance counselors”, and individuals that show the youth creative ways to 
love God and share them with friends as well as the host congregations. Ventures is headed to West Branch 
(November 20-22), Flint Eastside (January 15-17), Bay City (February 19-21), Inland (March 18-20), and Wa-
terford (April 15-17) for those senior high youth wanting to be a part of the fun!! For more questions, contact 
Mark Johnson or John Jones!!

Thank You, 
Mark Johnson
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SPECTACULAR

Spectacular 2015 was nothing short of Spectacular!  This past July, 29 high school youth and 7 staff set off on 
the Michigan SPEC bus bound for Graceland University. We joined with over 800 other youth from around 
the country for the week to explore the theme Let Go(d) through dynamic worship, interactive classes, sports 
competitions galore, nightly devotions, concerts, theatrical productions, fireworks,  and even a ferris wheel.  

Every morning our Michigan staff met briefly to share and pray ourselves into the day, and every morning 
the resounding report from each staff member was how proud we were of our great group of campers.  They 
represented the love of Christ that’s aflame in Michigan through their leadership in classes and worship, their 
stellar sportsmanship through both wins and losses, and their unwavering love and support for each other. 
And by Wednesday night as we gathered for our evening worship, shared in small groups what we needed to 
let go in our lives in order to allow room for God, and stood arm and arm launching (biodegradable) paper 
lanterns towards the heavens, Christ’s Kingdom was so tangible you could taste it.

Thank you, Michigan Mission Center, for actively helping 29 of our youth experience Christ’s love in ways that 
they never have before through not only your financial support, but also your prayers and support. Countless 
hands were involved in making this year’s trek out to Lamoni a reality and every ounce of help is appreciated 
more than you’ll ever know. Preparations for Spectacular 2016 are already underway and I pray that you will 
continue to support our youth in this extraordinary event. 

In his love, 
Alicia Pearson 
Michigan Delegation Leader

Furniture Program

The Furniture Program continues to meet needs of some of the poorest among us.  We did have a set-back 
when our major supplier of used items sold out to another company.  For some time this year we were very 
low on inventory.  Then the new company started giving our phone contact numbers to customers as they 
made deliveries and we have again been getting a fair supply of items.  One of the things that we are shortest 
on is beds.  

Last year we served households with 488 persons, this year so far that is down to 275.  Last year we gave out 
686 items, this year so far it is a little over 257 items.  

We hope part of that is due to reduced demand as the economy seems to have improved some but much of it 
is due to a shortage of beds which are a major request.  

If the church people might have beds that they could donate it would be a big help. We are thankful that we 
have volunteers from the community that do most of the pick-ups of donations with only their fuel cost reim-
bursed.  Another couple from the community assists in receiving phone calls and distributing items.  At this 
point we are operating on funds from the grants from Tangible Love.  Eventually we will need to find a way to 
generate some income.

Thank You, 
Ron Kuenzli
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Council of Presidents of Seventy

Michigan Mission Center Conference 
November 7, 2015

 

Dear Friends:

It is the responsibility of the Council of Presidents of Seventy to respond to the leadings of the Holy 
Spirit in calling persons to the ministry of Seventy.  During a recent Council session, the names of 
Elders Mark Johnson, John Jones, and Kevin White were presented for consideration.  After prayer-
ful deliberation, these calls were unanimously approved.  The calls also received the support of the 
Council of Twelve Apostles and the First Presidency.  It is my pleasure to share with you my personal 
testimony of each of these calls.

I have been acquainted with Mark for several years.  In the last two years, I have had two experi-
ences in which the Holy Spirit confirmed to me that Mark, indeed, is called to be a Seventy.  The first 
occurred at Spectacular in 2014 as Mark and I chatted briefly one afternoon.  The second was during 
the mission center conference last fall.  Again, as Mark and I spoke at the back of the room, his call 
was gently and yet powerfully confirmed to me.   

John Jones’ call to the office of Seventy became very real for me during a conversation over supper 
a year and one half ago as I listened to him passionately share his hopes and plans for reaching out 
to new people through some innovative ministries.  The Spirit further confirmed this call during sev-
eral subsequent encounters.  This confirmation even continued after the call was presented to John.  

My association with Kevin goes back several years.   As I watched him express his love for people and 
his creativity in reaching out to them as well as during a number of conversations, the awareness of 
a possible call to the office of Seventy began to grow increasingly.   While praying about this call on 
one particular occasion, the Spirit seemed to enlighten my mind and confirm to me that the timing 
was right to proceed.  His g Family Camp at the Woodlands.    

It is the testimony of a number of other individuals that these three gentlemen are truly called to 
this office and that they have each demonstrated a strong spirit of witness and invitation in a variety 
of ministries.  It is with a deep sense of joy and humility that I convey to you my own strong personal 
testimony of the divinity and timeliness of these calls and would ask for your prayerful consideration.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

John S. Wight, president 
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Mark Johnson   
In my Evangelist blessing, it states that I have been called to go into the many avenues of the world that 
others can not and witness to those whom I am called to be part of their journey with God. Whether minis-
tering in Kenya, Russia, Honduras, the Carolinas, Oklahoma or here in Michigan; my ministry has been all 
about the youth. It is fitting because I began to realize my path toward this call in my last year as a camper 
at senior high camp at Manitou. With me, however, it isn’t so much about knowing when I had a call to 
Seventy, as was the importance of being aware of those people God placed in my life to direct me to that 
call.  

 

There have been so many who positively shaped my life but I would like to express my appreciation for a 
few people specifically. Evangelist Bobbi Mier has been my tour guide on this amazing journey with God. 
Elder Dick Shotwell noticed a calling to Priest for me at a time when most pastors would have waited for 
my issues to pass. Evangelist (but forever a Seventy) Loretha Smith has always been there to set me 
straight, whether I was still on the right path or not. Fellow ordinand John Jones has been my best friend 
for 8 years and an inspiration. My wonderful wife Andrea put me on a pedestal (and I have for her as well) 
when others were hesitant and she showed me my potential. My family, especially my parents, have been 

wonderful and have kept me grounded every step of the way. My greatest gratitude (next to God) goes to my father; for NO ONE has shown 
me more on how to be a Seventy in the Community of Christ than him.        

               John Jones 

 

My Name is John Jones. I have been married for 27 years to my wife Carole, and we have one daughter, 
Katie. I want to thank all the people that have helped me become the person I am today. Do we have time 
for that? Let’s just say I needed help from many people, and you know who you are, especially my Mother 
and Father.  

 

I have had some time to pray and prepare for this next part of my journey. It is like the commercial, with the 
kid and the catsup bottle…. anticipation. Not always sure what will happen next, but you hope it doesn’t end 
up on your shirt.  

 

God has shown me the importance of servant ministry, and the office of Seventy has been where I have been 
called to serve. I humbly accept this call. I ask for your prayers and your help so we can provide for those 
who are lost and in need. 

 
 

Kevin White 
When Lori came to her first Mission Center conference, I was serving as a Priest, and feeling like I was start-
ing to "get it". I explained the different roles of the World Church ministers to her prior to the ordination 
service. When the first Seventy was being ordained, she leaned over and whispered, "I'll be right beside you 
when it's your turn." I couldn't imagine at the time that she would be right  

. 

When I was ordained an Elder, my friend Dave Caceres told me not to expect that call to last long. I asked 
what he was talking about and he simply said, "Seventy." I was so worried about being a good Elder I could-
n't imagine he could be right either. 

 

This past year in particular, my heart has been burning with a new urgency, similar, yet different than be-
fore. The importance of invitation, and how we recognize and open doors for others to meet Christ has been 
more and more my main concern. I began wishing we had an "on fire" Seventy in our area to lift up and en-
courage congregations to their potentials. I didn't realize I was volunteering! Last week I opened the Herald 
and read the first paragraph of your article on the Seventy, and smiled. I showed it to Lori and asked her if 
she knew anyone like that. She said, "I'll be right beside you, or behind you pushing."  

 

My biggest concern is for Lori. She is so willing to support me in my calling that I am afraid she might neglect or sacrifice her expressions of 
her own gifts and calling for the sake of mine. She said that she feels her main calling right now is supporting me. I have watched her blos-
som in amazing ways, and I know that I would not be receiving this call if it were not for the influence she has had in my life, so I ask that 
you please continue to uphold us in prayer as we both continue to look to the needs of the other.  

 

We have talked about how this calling fits into the plans and discussions and hopes we have shared with each other in the past, and the 
impact it may have on our future, and decided that I should accept the call to the office of Seventy. I am humbled that God would call one 
such as me.   
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7 November 2015 

To: The Michigan Mission Center Conference 

Dear Friends: 

One of the blessings of my position is to witness the Holy Spirit moving in people’s lives and preparing 
them for new forms of ministry. It is my pleasure to present to you several calls to the office of High 
Priest and Evangelist for the conference’s consideration. 

It is my testimony that Mel Crowley, Hap Frizzell, and Bobbie Ann Robinson are all being called to serve 
as Evangelists in the church. In this regard, they will be asked to move away from administrative 
responsibilities and focus on bringing blessings into the lives of the people and community. Mel has a 
strong love for God’s people and sees the worth in all. Hap brings the skills of a counselor and a 
willingness to be present and listen. Bobbie Ann has the patience to help people grow in their 
discipleship and to journey with them in their explorations. Each one brings their own unique giftedness 
to this calling that will expand the giftedness of the Order of Evangelists. They are called now to serve as 
ministers of blessing and to share their apostolic witness in supporting God’s vision of Shalom. 

It is my testimony that Steve Qualman and Wendy Brooks are being called to serve as world church 
ministers in the office of High Priest. They will continue to be called upon to serve within their home 
congregations but their ministry will also reach beyond to serve other congregations in the mission 
center. As ministers of vision, they will help congregations envision their own mission while also seeing 
their overall connectedness to the global mission of the church. Steve’s skills as a leader and experience 
as a pastor will serve the church well as he takes on greater responsibilities in God’s kingdom building 
work. Wendy’s energy and innovative ideas will help breathe new life into congregational and mission 
center experiences so that disciples can be fed and encouraged to share their story and invite others.  

I ask the conference’s support for these calls and know that the church will be strengthened by the 
faithful service of these five gifted ministers. 

Onward! 

 

Stassi D. Cramm, Field Apostle 
North Central (USA/Canada) Mission Field 
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 Mel Crowley 
 
I have always felt my giftedness was more pastoral rather than organizational. As a pastor I knew 
planning sessions and business meetings were not just necessities, but extremely important and 
not my best work. My leadership team might agree.  
I have always appreciated the service given by the Evangelists of the Church. Men and Women 
bringing comfort and peace where needed along with encouragement and insight.  
I find myself very comfortable with the thought of joining my brothers and sisters in the office of 
Evangelist. I look forward to the opportunity to bring Christs’ presence to individuals, families 
and groups.  
Thank You, Mel Crowley  
            

          Hap Frizzell 

I’m writing this letter to confirm my acceptance of the call to the office of Evangelist. Ironically, to 
follow that sentence with an example of affirmation, or stories of how that confirmation has come 
to me is difficult. It is not difficult because of a lack of material of which I can respond. It is more of 
a difficulty in trying to choose which might be appropriate in this context.  
My grandfather, John R. Grice gave me my own blessing at age 16 and I am even humbled as I write 
this upon reflection at the depth and penetrating relevance that it has had in the development of 
my life to this point. My grandfather while often at some distance in immediacy and proximity in 
my growing and development held a firm place in my measure of how and what I wished to be or 
become as I grew. That too was transferred to me in the relationship he played in my mothers life 
and the role the life of the church had in helping us as a family navigate through the crises faced 
and the early dissolution of our family as a unit.  
Much of that as I reflect had its significance at our reunion grounds of that era, Blue Water. It was 
in that place of sacred experience and worship that the penetrating experience of God’s Spirit was impressed upon me. It has 
never left. It has provided me a companionship which upon my reflection at various times and circumstances leaves me pro-
foundly astonished. It provides me a deep appreciation of what many writers and religious icons call the “mystical.”  
When that Spirit moves in such quiet and connecting ways, even at times and circumstances beyond my conscious awareness, I 
can only mutter the prayer given me by a mentor, therapist and Methodist minister, “ Have mercy on me O God, I am not a  
humble man, yet I live by thy grace.”  
It was important for me to receive Patti’s support and endorsement of this call as it will have implications for her consent in 
what it may require of me. She provided that without hesitation. I am grateful for the amount of support I have felt from Stassi 
Cramm, Deb Crowley, Dave Brock and those facilitating the training required. I am grateful for the mentorship from Herb Smith 
and Dave Wiley.   - My life of prayer continues to grow and deepen; in my deepest regards, Hap Frizzell  

Bobbie Ann Robinson 
 
 

Moving from one ministry focus to another is unsettling. Just as I began to feel that I understood 
my ministerial role, God has asked me to move to a new role.  
 
Thinking back, I see that God has led me here, revealing God’s call to Evangelist through others. 
This is not the first time this has happened to me. Nurtured by God’s people and interrupted by 
Holy Spirit, I have been surprised by the ways I have grown as a minister. I have faith that this will 
continue as you and God will be with me in my new role.  
 
God has called and my answer is yes. 
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Wendy Brooks 

As I reflect on my life, I realize that my church  
family has been my strength throughout the years. 
It is with gratitude that I accept  this call to High 
Priest with joyful anticipation of how I might serve 
God and God’s people. 

 

Thank you, 

Wendy Brooks 

  
           

 

 

 

Steve Qualman 

 

Dear Stassi, 
 
I humbly accept the calling 
to High Priest. 
May I honor God in all I do. 
 
Steven Qualman  
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Resolution 1 – Use of Eastland Net Proceeds

 
Submitted by the MC Officers in consultation with the Apostle, Finance Committee, and MC Council

Whereas, The Eastland Congregation closed effective August 26, 2012 and the assets became the responsibil-
ity of the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center upon closing;

Whereas, The church building was sold in a land contract transaction in November 2012 for $295,000 with 
monthly payments including annual interest at 6% which is scheduled to mature in December 2017 with a 
balloon payment of $169,531.75;

Whereas, The Eastland Sale Fund has approximately $106,000 invested in the World Church Affiliate Invest-
ment Pool;

Whereas, The specific financial situation of the purchaser is unknown at this time but there is no reason to 
believe that the purchaser will default;

Whereas, the Eastland congregation at the time of closing did not provide a recommendation to the mission 
center officers for the use of net proceeds from the sale;

Whereas, The World Church Use of Net Proceeds Policy provides direction for the approval process regarding 
proceeds from closed congregations and the sale of capital assets that states that mission center officers, in 
consultation with the Apostle (or the Apostle’s Designee) and mission center council, submit a resolution for 
the use of the Net Proceeds to a mission center conference; and

Whereas, Decreased funding is available from World Church for staffing and there is a desire by many con-
gregations and individuals to continue with paid staff for administrative ministries within the mission center; 
therefore, be it

Resolved, That all current and future proceeds received from the sale of the Eastland church facility, whether it 
be the full land contract final payment or installment payments from a future refinanced land contract, be held 
in the Administrative Support Fund for the support of administrative ministries that will support mission in 
the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center; and

Resolved, That a voluntary contribution of $29,500 be granted to the World Ministries Endowment Fund upon 
the completion of the land contract as recognition for the services provided by legal and fiscal services during 
the sale process, along with a desire to further promote mission in other parts of the worldwide church.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The following is the current section of the Mission Center Fiscal and Investment Policy on the Administrative 
Support Fund. “The Administrative Support Fund is a designated fund that is used to provide funding for mission 
through expenses such as administrative salaries and benefits and office-related expenses.  Funds will be avail-
able to support the annual Mission Support Budget for administrative needs.”

Resolutions
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Resolution 2 – Amend “Establishment of Disciple Development Fund” Resolution

Submitted by the Sixth Street Congregation
Whereas, The disorganization of the Fargo Congregation and sale of the Fargo properties occurred suddenly 
following the 2013 USA National Conference;

Whereas, Several members of the former Fargo Congregation are now attending and participating with the 
Sixth Street Congregation;

Whereas, Former members of the Fargo Congregation wish to express their desire to the Mission Center Con-
ference that half of the net proceeds from the Fargo Congregation should be allocated to the Sixth Street 
Congregation; and

Whereas, The resolution titled “Establishment of Disciple Development Fund” was adopted by the Michigan 
USA/Canada Mission Center Conference on November 8, 2014 to allocate all net proceeds from the Harbor 
Beach and Fargo Congregations to a Disciple De velopment Fund; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the previously adopted resolution “Establishment of Disciple Development Fund” be amended 
by inserting “Resolved, that half of the funds from the closed Fargo Congregation shall be allocated to the Sixth 
Street Congregation, and be it further” and inserting “half of the funds from the” before Fargo.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If the proposed amendments are adopted the “Establishment of Disciple Development Fund” resolution would 
read as follows:

 Resolved, That half of the funds from the closed Fargo Congregation shall be allocated to the Sixth Street  
 Congregation, and be it further

 Resolved, That a new restricted/designated fund be established in the accounts and records of the  
 Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center entitled Discipl e Development Fund and that all funds from the  
 Harbor Beach and half of the funds from the Fargo closed congregations be placed into the fund,  
 and be it  further
  
 Resolved, That the Disciple Development Fund be available to assist individuals in the Michigan  
 USA/Canada Mission Center with registration fees and travel expenses for World Conference,  
 Mission Center, and Field experiences  such as, but not limited to, Conferences, Peace Colloquy,  
 MEADS (Ministerial Education and Discipleship Studies), Community of Christ Seminary, and other  
 trainings, and be if further,

 Resolved, That the Mission Center President appoint a committee to draft guidelines for eligibility,  
 define the application and selection process, and determine fund distribution procedures for re 
 view and approval by the Mission Center Council to most effectively maximize the use of the funds  
 for discipleship experiences for individuals in the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The net proceeds from the Fargo Congregation totaled $46,740.58 (half would be $23,370.29). A total of 
$93,536.80 came from the net proceeds of Harbor Beach and Fargo.
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Background Information – Resolution Previously Adopted
“Maintain and Operate Three Campgrounds”

Approved at the 2015 Spring Conference on April 11, 2015 in Mt. Pleasant, MI

Whereas, the Michigan Campground Team (MCT) is keenly aware of the ministry of Jesus Christ and the  
dedicated stewardship of so many disciples that has occurred and is occurring at each one of the Michigan 
Mission Center Campgrounds; and,

Whereas, it is also becoming a pparent that camping ministry in the Community of Christ and in other  
denominations is changing and it has become increasingly difficult to properly maintain these campgrounds; 
and,

Whereas, upon prayerful and discerning deliberation in meetings over the past two (2) years and upon  
evaluation of surveys of the membership, reports from the consulting firm SmithGroupJJR, a market analysis 
from Real Estate Professional Services, Mission Center Conference dialogs, letters, emails, and testimonies; 
and

Whereas, the Community of Christ Use of New Proceeds Policy states “when a mission center disposes of a 
capital asset, the mission center officers, in consultation with the Apostle and mission center council, will 
submit to a mission center conference a resolution for the use of the net proceeds,” therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Michigan USA/Canada Mission center operate and maintain three campgrounds, Blue Water, 
Park of the Pines, and Sanford, and sell two campgrounds, Manitou, and The Woodlands; and be it further

Resolved, that communication be provided through quarterly updates to the Michigan USA/Canada Mission 
Center congregations regarding progress towards selling campground properties; and be it further

Resolved, that the mission center officers appoint a committee(s) with members from the mission center to 
handle aspects of the sale and future planning, with oversight exercised by the appropriate mission center and 
world church officers; and be it further

Resolved, that the net proceeds from the sale of campgrounds shall be utilized for pursuing mission through 
the development of campground properties and mission center camping and gathering activities, and net 
proceeds will initially be held in a Michigan Mission Center affiliate investment pool account(s) until mission 
center officers, with input from the above referenced committee(s), are able to consult with the Apostle and 
mission center council to propose a resolution for the use of funds for mission center conference approval in 
accordance with the Use of Net Proceeds Policy.

Resolution 3 – Rescind “Maintain and Operate Three Campgrounds” Resolution
Submitted by the Clio Congregation

Whereas, The Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center Spring Conference in 2015 voted to sell the campgrounds 
known as Manitou and the campgrounds known as the Woodlands; and

Whereas, The market analysis information provided was not adequate for many to vote in an informed man-
ner and many believe an appraisal of all campgrounds would have been helpful to all members in the mission 
center and the delegates at the conference; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by the Spring 2015 Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center Conference to 
maintain and operate three campgrounds be rescinded.
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Resolution 4 – Amend “Maintain and Operate Three Campgrounds” Resolution to 
Also Sell Sanford, Blue Water, and Park of Pines and Purchase Two New Properties 

Submitted by the West Branch Congregation
Whereas, The campground committee report presented to the Mission Center Conference delegates in April 
of 2015 showed that none of the existing Michigan campgrounds owned by Community of Christ meet the 
committee’s recommendations and fall short in the ability to adequately meet the current and future needs of 
our camping ministries;

Whereas, We acknowledge that we are not defined by our past, but that we create our identity based on our 
response to the changing needs of today and envisioned needs for tomorrow;

Whereas, We desire to generously share sacrifice to develop unity amongst the people of the Mission Center 
as we work to build a common vision; and

Whereas, We desire to dream and vision together in unity toward new possibilities for our camping ministries 
as a prophetic people of faith; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Michigan campgrounds known commonly as Sanford Campground, Blue Water Camp-
ground, and Park of the Pines be added to the list of campgrounds intended for sale by the Mission Center;

Resolved, That a committee of eight members be selected by the Mission Center President, through applica-
tion, to seek out and identify two properties that meet, or have the logistic capacity to meet, the recommenda-
tions of said campground committee report, with the intention of bringing their purchase recommendation 
information to a conference for approval to proceed with purchase; and

Resolved, That a single fifteen person Board of Directors be elected by conference vote to operate both of the 
properties purchased.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If Resolution 3 is adopted as proposed this resolution will not be in order because the “Maintain and Operate 
Three Campgrounds” Resolution from Spring 2015 will have been rescinded.
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Resolution 5A – Amend “Maintain and Operate Three Campgrounds” Resolution to
Continue Operating Campgrounds Until Sold
Submitted by the Eastside & Clio Congregations

Whereas, The Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center Spring Conference in 2015 voted to sell the campgrounds 
known as Manitou and the campgrounds known as the Woodlands and the Mission Center members realize 
that with the sale and transfer of possession of said properties, events and activities sponsored by the Mission 
Center or congregations of the Mission Center will no longer occur;

Whereas, The concept that a person trying to sell his/her own property would continue to maintain and use 
his/her property as a home, for example, up to the date of title transfer and in some cases 30 to 45 days after 
title transfer by paying the buyer a determined fee and that this concept is good stewardship to a pply to the 
campgrounds in the Michigan USA/Canada Mission that are going to be listed for sale; and

Whereas, All of the events that have occurred in the past at the mentioned campground have great value and 
worth as people enact the Mission of Jesus Christ in a camping setting; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the resolution adopted at the Spring 2015 Michigan USA/Canada Mission Conference  to op-
erate and maintain three campgrounds, be amended by inserting the following paragraphs after the first  
resolved paragraph in the adopted resolution:

 Resolved, That the events/activities/gatherings that have occurred in the past be allowed to  
 continue and encouraged to continue in the same and/or similar fashion as they have in the past  
 until the said camp grounds actually undergo a transfer of ownership/title;

 Resolved, That the Mission Center President and/or Mission Center Financial Officer consult with the  
 appropriate legal advisors and if needed  include a clause in the purchase agreement or listing of the  
 properties that will allow events/activities/gatherings to occur and communicate to potential  
 buyers that the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center and it’s congregations members will use the  
 said campgrounds until two weeks before a closing/transfer of title date is set by both the seller  
 and buyer of said campgrounds;

 Resolved, That the financial accounts and/or the methods used to pay for the events/activities/  
 gatherings that are held by the Mission Center Financial Officer or held by campground financial  
 officers continue to be open and functional until the actual transfer of ownership/title occurs; and

 Resolved, That the boards that managed the facilities of the campgrounds known as Manitou and The  
 Woodlands continue to exist and function and conduct business as described by Mission Center  
 Campground Operating Policy until and including the day of transfer of ownership/title to a buyer  
 of said properties.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If Resolution 3 is adopted as proposed this resolution will not be in order because the “Maintain and Operate 
Three Campgrounds” Resolution from Spring 2015 will have been rescinded .

This resolution presents substantially the same question as proposed in Resolution 5A. Consequently, this resolu-
tion will not be in order because “the same or substantially the same question cannot be brought up a second 
time during the same session except by means of the parliamentary motions that bring a question again before 
the assembly.” [RONR (11 th ed.), p.88, ll. 15-18]

All debate, amendments, and other motions related to maintaining and operating campgrounds while they are 
listed for sale need to be handled during the consideration of of Resolution 5A.
 
Current Community of Christ policy does not allow campers to use church owned campgrounds during non-
activity time. Individual and family camping that is not part of a congregation or mission center sponsored 
activity or a qualified organization renting the grounds is not allowed on church owned campgrounds.
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Resolution 5B – Amend “Maintain and Operate Three Campgrounds” Resolution to  
Continue Operating The Woodlands Until Sold

Submitted by the West Branch Congregation
Whereas, We desire to be responsible stewards of our time, energies, resources and assets, as well as value the 
sacrifice being made by members who spent their talents, time and other resources working and providing 
ministry and improvements at The Woodlands;

Whereas, The Mission Center leadership, to date, has no plan to initiate or allow activities at The Woodlands 
while the property is for sale;

Whereas, The loss of those ministry opportunities and activities will create a major reduction in revenue, 
while not substantially reducing the basic overhead expenditures;

Whereas, The absence of new revenue will require a significant increase in Mission Center support, as well as 
promptly deplete the current reserves held by the campground;

Whereas, The depletion of campground reserves and absence of new revenue will cause the property to rap-
idly become a considerable financial liability to the congregations in the Mission Center, with no designed or 
planned relief other than its sale, and will result in the dramatic loss of real value its sale can contribute to 
camping ministries in the future, therefore, be it

Resolved, That this conference authorize the current Board of Directors for The Woodlands to continue operat-
ing under its current bylaws to ensure the grounds are sufficiently equipped and prepared to be utilized for 
Mission Center, congregational, and other gathering ministry opportunities with the intention of fulfilling its 
potential for ministry and revenue growth until such time as it is sold and new owners take possession.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If Resolution 3 is adopted as proposed this resolution will not be in order because the “Maintain and Operate 
Three Campgrounds” Resolution from Spring 2015 will have been rescinded .

This resolution presents substantially the same question as proposed in Resolution 5A. Consequently, this resolu-
tion will not be in order because “the same or substantially the same question cannot be brought up a second 
time during the same session except by means of the parliamentary motions that bring a question again before 
the assembly.” [RONR (11 th ed.), p.88, ll. 15-18]

All debate, amendments, and other motions related to maintaining and operating campgrounds while they are 
listed for sale need to be handled during the consideration of of Resolution 5A.
 
Current Community of Christ policy does not allow campers to use church owned campgrounds during non-
activity time. Individual and family camping that is not part of a congregation or mission center sponsored 
activity or a qualified organization renting the grounds is not allowed on church owned campgrounds.
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Resolution 5C – Amend “Maintain and Operate Three Campgrounds” Resolution to  
Continue Operating Campgrounds Until Sold

Submitted by the Twining Congregation

Whereas, Manitou and the Woodland Campgrounds continue to be assets of the Michigan Mission Center 
and as they will require continued financial support to properly maintain the grounds until such time as 
they are sold; therefore, be it

Resolved, That Manitou and the Woodlands continue to function as any other campground in the Michigan 
Mission Center in hosting Community of Christ events, as well as, being open for camping in general so that 
income may be generated to support the maintenance of the grounds.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If Resolution 3 is adopted as proposed this resolution will not be in order because the “Maintain and Operate 
Three Campgrounds” Resolution from Spring 2015 will have been rescinded .

This resolution presents substantially the same question as proposed in Resolution 5A. Consequently, this reso-
lution will not be in order because “the same or substantially the same question cannot be brought up a second 
time during the same session except by means of the parliamentary motions that bring a question again before 
the assembly.” [RONR (11 th ed.), p.88, ll. 15-18]

All debate, amendments, and other motions related to maintaining and operating campgrounds while they are 
listed for sale need to be handled during the consideration of Resolution 5A.

Current Community of Christ policy does not allow campers to use church owned campgrounds during non-
activity time. Individual and family camping that is not part of a congregation or mission center sponsored 
activity or a qualified organization renting the grounds is not allowed on church owned campgrounds.
 

Resolution 5D – Amend “Maintain and Operate Three Campgrounds” Resolution to
Continue Operating Campgrounds Until Sold

Submitted by the Twining Congregation
 
Resolved, That the boards of the Manitou and the Woodlands Campgrounds continue to serve as the manag-
ing boards of their respective campgrounds until such time as they would be sold.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If Resolution 3 is adopted as proposed this resolution will not be in order because the “Maintain and Operate 
Three Campgrounds” Resolution from Spring 2015 will have been rescinded.

This resolution presents substantially the same question as proposed in Resolution 5A. Consequently, this reso-
lution will not be in order because “the same or substantially the same question cannot be brought up a second 
time during the same session except by means of the parliamentary motions that bring a question again before 
the assembly.” [RONR (11 th ed.), p.88, ll. 15-18]

All debate, amendments, and other motions related to maintaining and operating campgroun ds while they are 
listed for sale need to be handled during the consideration of Resolution 5A.
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Resolution 6 – Amend “Maintain and Operation Three Campgrounds” Resolution to
Establish Procedure for Management of Equipment From Sale of Woodlands and 

Manitou
Submitted by the Clio Congregation

Whereas, Blue Water, Park of the Pines, and Sanford have a potential need for and u se for the equipment 
and/or supplies at Manitou and/or the Woodlands it would be wise stewardship to evaluate the equipment 
and supplies at Manitou and the Woodlands and then determine if the equipment and/or supplies could be 
used at either Blue Water or Park of the Pines or Sanford; therefore, be it

Resolved, That all the campground boards meet together to list equipment and/or supplies, and then to de-
termine the best course of action for the equipment and/or supplies at Manitou and the Woodlands so that 
when a date of title transfer is announced plans can be made to transfer equipment and/or supplies to Blue 
Water, Park of the Pines, and Sanford before the transfer of title occurs; and

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by the Spring 2015 Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center Conference 
to operate and maintain three campgrounds be amend ed by inserting the following paragraph:

Resolved, That upon the event of a signed purchase agreement for either campground the boards of the 3 
remaining campgrounds be offered the existing equipment.  If all 3 are interested in one piece of equipment 
then it would be held in storage at a remaining campground that has room until such time as the boards 
could come to reasonable agreement.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

If Resolution 3 is adopted as proposed this resolution will not be in order because the “Maintain and Operate 
Three Campgrounds” Resolution from Spring 2015 will have been rescinded.
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Resolution 7A – Resolution to Recommend a Minimum Price  
Range for Manitou and Woodlands 

Submitted by the West Branch Congregation

Whereas, We desire to honor and value the sacrifice made by members who have spent their talents, time 
and other resources providing ministry and improvements at The Woodlands and Camp Manitou;

Whereas, The resolution to sell The Woodlands and Camp Manitou was passed by conference vote with 
consideration of specific suggested and recommended asking prices, published in the 2015 updated Camp-
ground Study, Attachment G, which was presented to that conference bo dy by Mission Center leadership;

Whereas, In attachment G of said report, Real Estate Professional Services’ suggested and recommended ask-
ing price for The Woodlands is $1,790,000.00, and the suggested and recommended asking price for Camp 
Manitou is $950,000.00; and

Whereas, People may have assumed, prior to the vote, that the actual asking price of the fore mentioned 
properties would be in line with Real Estate Professional Services’ recommended asking price, and so did not 
amend the resolution to so indicate; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the lowest acceptable sale price for The Woodlands and Camp Manitou be for no less than 
80% of their suggested and recommended asking price, as found in the updated Campground Study Report, 
Attachment G, which was presented to the Body during the April 2015 conference; and

Resolved, That the fore mentioned percentage be recognized as representing dollar values of $1,432,000.00 
for The Woodlands and $760,000 for Camp Manitou.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The resolution as currently written would be ruled out of order because it conflicts with Community of Christ 
bylaws and policies that name the Presiding Bishopric as chief financial officers and trustees of the church and 
grant the Presiding Bishopric responsibility for the administration of the temporal affairs of the whole church .

Upon moving this resolution it will be permissible for the resolution to be modified to indicate that the lowest 
acceptable sale price is a recommendation to the Presiding Bishopric.

The modified paragraph will read as follows:

 Resolved, That it be recommended to the Presiding Bishopric that the lowest acceptable sale price  
 for The Woodlands and Camp Manitou be for no less than 80% of their suggested and  
 recommended asking price, as found in the updated Campgrou nd Study Report, Attachment G,  
 which was presented to the Body during the April 2015 conference; and   
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Resolution 7B – Resolution to Recommend a Minimum Price  
Range for Manitou and Woodlands

Submitted by the Twining Congregation
Resolved, That neither Manitou nor the Woodlands should be sold for less than 90 percent of the fair market 
value at the time of the sale.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

This resolution presents substantially the same question as propose d in Resolution 7A. Consequently, this  
resolution will not be in order because “the same or substantially the same question cannot be brought up a 
second time during the same session except by means of the parliamentary motions that bring a question again 
before the assembly.” [RONR (11th ed.), p.88, ll. 15-18]

All debate, amendments, and other motions related to establishing a minim um sale price for campgrounds 
need to be handled during the consideration of Resolution 7A.

The resolution as currently written would be ruled out of order because it impinges on the rights and duties 
outlined in Community of Christ bylaws and policies that name the Presiding Bishopric as chief financial officers 
and trustees of the church and grant the Presiding Bishopric responsibility for the administration of the  
temporal affairs of the whole church .

Resolution 8A – Create Park of the Pines Endowment Fund
Submitted by the Park of the Pines Board of Directors

Whereas, The Michigan Mission Center operates a fund, the principal purpose of which is for the benefit of 
the Park of the Pines of Community of Christ;

Whereas, The income received from said fund is to be used for the benefit and be hest of church related 
purposes;

Whereas, Said funds, principal and earnings, remain the assets of the Michigan Mission Center for the benefit 
of Park of the Pines; and

Whereas, The ability to enhance and accurately project income is essential to budget planning and fiscal 
stability; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Michigan Mission Center establish an account called Park of the Pines Endowment Fund 
with the Jurisdictional Endowment Fund of Community of Christ and place with the Jurisdictional Endow-
ment Fund of Community of Christ sixteen thousand dollars ($16,000) for investment and management of 
said funds; and

Resolved, That the earnings from the endowment fund will be used for the following purpose(s): Supplement 
the operating fund budget of Park of the Pines.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The following is an excerpt from the Jurisdictional Endowment Fund Guidelines established by the Presiding 
Bishopric. “It is administratively impossible to accommodate variations under the Jurisdictional Endowment 
Fund.  Therefore, each jurisdiction must approve the resolution without amendment.”

As a result of this policy only amendments that propose a change in the purpose for using earnings will be in 
order.
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Resolution 8B – Adopt Park of the Pines Endowment Fund Bylaws 
Submitted by the Park of the Pines Board of Directors

Board By Laws for the Park of the Pines Endowment Fund of the Michigan Mission Center of Community of 
Christ Jurisdictional Endowment Fund

ARTICLE I  
PURPOSE

The Michigan Mission Center (“jurisdiction”) of the Community of Christ has approved affiliation with the Ju-
risdictional Endowment Fund of Community of Christ (hereinafter called the “Fund”) to support the mission 
of the Church related to Park of the Pines, upon the terms and conditions as herein set forth.

 ARTICLE II  
BOARD

 
Section 1. PURPOSE: 
The purpose of the Endowment Fund Board (hereinafter called “the Board”) is to recommend to the jurisdic-
tion how the income available from the endowment can be used to support the mission of the church.

Section 2. MEMBERS

 A. The Board shall consist of the ex officio directors as described below and 5 directors elected by  
  the jurisdictional conference.  Each elected director shall remain in office until his or her  
  successor has been installed.  The term of office for the elected directors shall be three (3) years,  
  and no elected director shall serve more than two (2) consecutive full terms.  Elected directors  
  shall serve staggered terms with one-third being elected each year.  The jurisdictional  
  conference shall be responsible for  establishing the rotation when the first Board of Directors is  
  elected.

 B. QUALIFICATIONS
  Any person being elected or appointed to the Board shall be a member in good standing in the  
  Community of Christ, and a member of the jurisdiction, except those who serve by virtue of their  
  position as an ex officio director.

 C.  EX-OFFICIO DIRECTORS
  There shall be up to three Ex-Officio Directors on the Board of Directors who will be the mission  
  center  president or designee, the mission center financial officer or designee, and the Apostle- 
  in-charge  of the jurisdiction or designee.   The Ex-Officio Directors shall have no vote.

Section 3. MEETINGS:
The Board shall hold an annual meeting to make recommendations for use of the spending amount in accor-
dance with Section One of these bylaws and the application to place its funds with the Jurisdictional Endow-
ment Fund of the Community of Christ.   The Board may hold other such meetings as may be called by any 
three (3) members.  Notice of any special meetings shall be given at least seven (7) days previous thereto by 
providing written notice personally delivered or mailed to each member.   Notice requirements may be indi-
vidually waived in writing by any member.

Section 4. QUORUM:
 A majority of the authorized voting members of the Board must be present to constitute a quorum.  Each 
member has one vote.

Section 5. RULES:
Roberts Rules of Order, as revised, will be used to conduct meetings with the provision that the Board may 
suspend the rules or adopt special rules by a two-thirds (2/3) vote.

Section 6. FUNDING:
Funding for the operation of the Board may be provided from the Fund subject to the approval of the financial 
officer of the jurisdiction.
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Resolution 8B – Adopt Park of the Pines Endowment Fund Bylaws 
Submitted by the Park of the Pines Board of Directors

Section 7. DUTIES:
The Board shall be responsible for establishing the policy regarding the use of the income available from
the Fund.

Section 8. COMPENSATION:
The Board members shall serve without compensation.

ARTICLE III  
OFFICERS OF THE BOARD

Section 1. OFFICERS:
The Officers shall serve at the direction of the Board of Directors and shall be the President,  Vice President,  
Secretary, and Treasurer.  The President, Vice President, and Secretary shall be elected by the Board of Directors at its 
annual meeting and shall serve until their successors are elected and installed, except as otherwise stated in Article III,  
Section 6.

Section 2. PRESIDENT:
The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board, direct the administrative work of the board, and per-
form all other duties customary to the presiding officer of such a board, and other duties as may be directed by 
the Board.

Section 3. VICE PRESIDENT:
The Vice President shall assist the President in any way requested and perform duties of the President in the 
absence of the President.

Section 4. SECRETARY:
The Secretary or designee shall attend all meetings of the Board, keep accurate minutes of those meetings, and 
prepare and distribute them to each member of the Board within thirty (30) days after such meeting. The Sec-
retary shall also be responsible for all notices and act as custodian of all records and reports and
shall perform such other duties as may be directed by the Board.

Section 5.  TREASURER:
The Treasurer shall be selected by the mission center financial officer and shall have custody of all income 
received from the Fund, be responsible for a true and accurate accounting of financial affairs of the Fund, for 
reports of the same, and such other duties as may be directed by the Board.

Section 6.  VACANCIES:
Vacancies in the officers of the Board occasioned by the death, resignation, incapacity, or removal of an officer 
or officers of the Board shall be filled by a majority vote of the Board at any meeting at which a quorum is pres-
ent, and such person or persons so chosen to fill such vacancy or vacancies shall serve until the next annual 
election of officers or until their successors are elected and installed.

Section 7.  REMOVAL:
Any officer elected by the Board may be removed at any time by the affirmative vote of a majority of the Board 
at any meeting at which a quorum is present.

ARTICLE IV  
Amendments to the Bylaws

Amendments to the Bylaws may be proposed by any member of the Board. Each proposed amendment must 
be stated in writing and submitted to the Presiding Bishopric for approval prior to consideration by the Board.   
Any amendment approved by the Presiding Bishopric must be presented to the Secretary in sufficient time to 
allow its submission in full to the members of the Board forty-five (45) days prior to the meeting in which it is 
to be considered.  The proposed amendment shall become effective when adopted by the Board, and approved 
by a jurisdictional conference.



51

Resolution 8B – Adopt Park of the Pines Endowment Fund Bylaws 
Submitted by the Park of the Pines Board of Directors 

ARTICLE V
Right And Responsibility Of The Presiding Bishopric

Nothing in these Bylaws shall diminish the right or responsibility of the Presiding Bishopric as Trustee in Trust 
to effectively execute their fiduciary responsibility as Trustee over the temporal  affairs of the church.

 ARTICLE VI  
Dissolution

Section 1. WITHDRAWAL:
In the event of the withdrawal of the jurisdiction from the Fund, the Board will be dissolved.  If in the judgment 
of the Presiding Bishop, as Trustee in Trust, the Board fails to function in accordance with the Trust Agree-
ment or the General Investment Policy of the Presiding Bishopric, the Presiding Bishop shall have the right to 
dissolve the Board in its entirety.  Unrestricted funds shall be immediately available for the general use and 
purpose of the jurisdiction.  Permanently restricted and temporaril y restricted funds shall be held in the Juris-
dictional Endowment Fund subject to its terms and conditions.

Section 2. CEASE OF OPERATIONS:
In the event the jurisdiction shall cease to operate and exist, the Presiding Bishop, as Trustee in Trust, may direct 
the distribution of these funds to a successor jurisdiction, in the event of a merger between two jurisdictions, 
or to the next higher jurisdictional level, if no merger is taking place.  Unrestricted funds shall be immediately 
available for the general use and purpose of the successor jurisdiction.  Permanently restricted and temporarily 
restricted funds shall be held in the Jurisdictional Endowment Fund subject to its terms and conditions.

Section 3. BOUNDARY CHANGE:
In the event the boundaries of the jurisdiction are changed from the boundaries in place as of the date these 
bylaws are adopted, then the Board shall have the right to recommend to the Presiding Bishop, as Trustee in 
Trust, for final approval, an equitable allocation of the Fund’s assets.  Recommendations shall be  transmitted  
to  the  Presiding  Bishop  for  approval  within  six  (6)  months  from  the  date  of  the jurisdictional boundary 
change; which may be extended at the Presiding Bishop’s discretion.  After six (6) months, or any extensions, 
the Presiding Bishop will make a final decision regarding the allocation of the assets.  To the greatest extent 
practicable, the Presiding Bishop, as Trustee in Trust, will honor donors’ wishes in allocating the assets of the 
Fund between the new jurisdictions.

Section 4. CHANGE OF JURISDICTIONAL PURPOSE:
In the event there is no reasonable opportunity to use the assets of the Fund for their stated purpose, or the 
purpose has been fulfilled and assets remain, the Presiding Bishop, as Trustee in Trust, in consultation   
with the  Board  and  after  satisfying  all  claims against  the  Fund,  shall  be  authorized  to convey  any remain-
ing assets for the use and benefit of the Community of Christ as may then be directed by the Presiding Bishop, 
except that the Presiding Bishop shall make a good faith effort to use and maintain the assets in the same, or 
successor jurisdiction, or a similar geographical area.

      By:
        Dated:                                                                     

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Consideration of these proposed Park of the Pines Endowment Fund Bylaws will only be in order if Resolution 8A 
is adopted.

The following is an excerpt from the Jurisdictional Endowment Fund Guidelines established by the  
Presiding Bishopric. “It is administratively impossible to accommodate variations under the Jurisdictional Endow-
ment Fund.  Therefore, each jurisdiction must approve the bylaws without amendment.”

As a result of this policy the only amendment to these proposed bylaws that is in order is a change in the number 
of directors to another number that is at least three but not more than seven.
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Resolution 9 - Limit Mission Center Reserve Fund 
Submitted by the Eastside Congregation 

Whereas, The Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center’s purpose/existence is to assist and support the congrega-
tions, facilitate church expansion, and provide linkage between World Church ministries and congregations;

Whereas, Mission Center organization should be as simple as possi ble with a focus on ministry and witness 
rather than administration;

Whereas, The Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center has accumulated financial resources and assets since the  
consolidation of the previous five Mission Centers in 2011 and a substantial amount of the current financial re-
sources and assets came originally from the assets from the previous mission centers to help start the Michigan 
USA/Canada Mission center;

Whereas, The level of congregational yearly support to the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center has been 
relatively constant and able to support the purpose and function s described in the bylaws; and 

Whereas, According to page three of the financial handouts from the Fall 2014 Conference titled Michigan USA/
Canada Mission Center balance sheet as of 10/31/14, the General Reserves Fund had a balance of $185,733.70 
and actual expenses on page one of the financial handout titled proposed 2015 budget indicated a total ex-
penses for 2014 to be $155,286.92; therefore, be it

Resolved, That a limit and/or cap on the General Reserves Fund for the Mission Center and the Mission Center  
Budget Reserves be at least 20%, but not greater than 25% of the previous year’s actual expenses;

Resolved, That the Mission Center President will implement the program(s) solicited from the members and/
or congregation(s) that could be funded from the General Reserves Fund during 2016, so that by December 31, 
2016 the General Reserves Fund balance is in the required range specified in the above resolve; and

Resolved, That the first action by the MCFO to reduce the General Reserves Fund is to change the receivable note 
titled campground study advance to an expense that has been paid previously by the General Reserves Fund 
and not seek reimbursement or funding or payment for the study from the net proceeds of any campground 
sale.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Mission Center Officers have the authority to develop and update mission center policies.  This resolution essen-
tially presents a recommendation to the MC Officers to change the current portion of the Mission Center Fiscal 
and Investment Policy related to the General Reserve Fund. If adopted, this resolution would be considered a 
recommendation to the MC Officers to change the current policy.
 
A request to modify the resolution or motion to amend the first resolved paragraph by inserting, “That it be rec-
ommended to the Mission Center Officers…” would be in order to make this clear in the resolution.

The following is the current section of the Mission Center Fiscal and Investment Policy on the General Reserve 
Fund.  “The Mission Center will establish a General Reserve Fund that will equal the previous year’s approved 
budget.  This reserve will be available to support short falls in anticipated income, or for emergency expenditures.  
The General Reserve Fund can be accessed by the Mission Center Financial Officer in consultation with the Mission 
Center President.  The Mission Center Council will be advised of this action and a report will be submitted to the 
Mission Center conference.”
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Resolution 10 – Distribute Thank You Gift Cards to Volunteers at Youth Camps and 
Reunions  

Submitted by the Eastside Congregation
Whereas, Youth camping and reunions owe a large part of their success to volunteers and if congregations can 
contribute travel expenses for a guest speaker, then the Michigan USA/Canada Mission can contribute to the 
travel expenses of staff at these camping events; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the director of a reunion and/or youth camp will be provided with gift cards with a minimum 
value of $50 (fifty dollars) from the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center Financial Officer using Michigan 
USA/Canada funds to give to certified, staff 18 years or older, as a thank you for volunteering during 2016 and 
2017;

Resolved, That the director of a reunion and/or youth camp should contact the Michigan USA/Canada Mission 
Center Financial Officer two weeks prior to the start of the reunion/camp and provide the Financial Officer 
with the number of gift cards needed;

Resolved, That the gift cards be purchased from a company that is widely known throughout the geographic 
area of the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center, such as but not limited to, Meijer’s, Speedway; and

Resolved, That funding for the gift cards have an annual spending cap of $10,000  and initial funding for the gift 
cards be either from the General Reserves Fund or the undesignated funds in either investment pool A or pool 
B or any combination of these three funds.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

According to IRS regulations gift certificates or gift cards are viewed just like cash and are not considered de mi-
nimis benefits and therefore would be a taxable benefit to the recipient whether the person is an employee or a 
volunteer. Individuals receiving this benefit would be responsible for reporting this income on tax returns.
 
In order to avoid the implication that gift cards are being provided as compensation for hours worked and thus 
subject to wage and labor laws, it would be best to change the word “will” to “may” in the first Resolved paragraph.  
A request to modify the resolution or motion to amend would be in order to make this change.
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Resolution 11 – Study and Fund Mission Center Reunions
Submitted by the Eastside Congregation

Whereas, The reunions sponsored by the Michigan USA/Canada Mission Center are a vital ministry to the 
members and friends of Community of Christ;

Whereas, The reunions in 2015 experienced several new conditions such as lower than anticipated atten-
dance and is some cases the reunion was the “last” at that campground;

Whereas, With the approval to sell Manitou and The Woodlands and operate and maintain Blue Water, Park of 
the Pines, and Sanford at the spring 2015 Mission Center Conference the Mission Center is experiencing and 
undergoing change that for many is difficult and reunions provide for many the foundation  and the rod of iron 
keeping them on the path; and

Whereas, There should be a “season” to adjust to the selling of campgrounds and the subsequent loss of re-
unions and those or other campgrounds and the Mission Center during this “season” needs to study the pur-
pose, and goals of sponsoring reunions; therefore, be it,

Resolved, That the reunion/family camp schedule of 2015 be continued at all campgrou nds operating in 2016 
and 2017 to facilitate a study of reunions, providing the director(s) of a reunion in 2015 are willing to serve in 
that capacity for 2016 and 2017 and if new directors are needed that the vacancy be announced throughout 
the Mission Center using several media methods;

Resolved, That the study attempt to answer some fundamental question: such as but not limited to, should the 
cost of attending be solely on the attendee or should there be financial assistance to attend from the Mission 
Center, is it realistic to fund a reunion entirely on donations, should be reunions be Missionary focused, Educa-
tion focus, Evangelism focus, fellowship and recreationa l focus, volunteered staff versus paid staff,  will lower 
fees result in higher attendance, the ability of members and friends to attend more than one reunion a year;

Resolved, That in order to study reunions, the many different type and styles of reunion at the various camp-
ground have to occur and will need financial assistance from the Mission Center for a season of two years, 
2016 and 2017 and the Mission Center will provide funds to reunions and/or family camps from undesignated 
funds in either investment pool A and/or B or the General Reserves Fund and that the funds from the Mission 
Cent er to the reunions and/or family
camp follow the suggested range at the end of this resolve, recognizing that due to the differences in activities 
at one reunion verses another may require a different funding amount and that the range be used as a guide 
and that the maximum a reunion and/or family camp may receive funds to cover a financial loss be a maximum 
of 30% of the invoice from the campground.

0  to  30 registered/staying entire time of reunion/family camp $2,500
30 to 50 registered/staying entire time of reunion/family camp $3,500
50 to 70 registered/staying entire time of reunion/family camp $4,500
 70 plus registered/staying  entire time of reunion/family camp $5,500;

Resolved, That directors, working with the reunion financial officer of the reunions and/or family camp will  
submit a plan and a reunion and/or family camp budget to the MCFO and to the study committee indicating 
the use of Mission Center funds;
 
Resolved, That a committee composed of up to three people from each reunion selected b y the reunion direc-
tor  form a committee with the five members appointed by the Mission Center President to study reunions and 
to provide a preliminary report to the 2016 Fall Conference and then a final report to the 2017 Fall Conference; 
and

Resolved, That the Mission Center President or their designee, be designated to chair the committee’s first 
meeting and set the first meeting date and after which the group will elect a committee chair person and set 
meeting dates.
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ADDITONAL INFORMATION

Community of Christ policy indicates that “responsibility for programs occurring at campgrounds (reunions, 
camps, etc.) rests with the officers of mission centers sponsoring those programs.” [Church Administrator’s 
Handbook 2005 Edition, p. 50]  Consequently the directive in the first resolved paragraph “That the reunion/
family camp schedule of 2015 be continued at all campgrounds operating in 2016 and 2017” can only serve as 
a recommendation to the mission center officers.  Specific decisions involving scheduling, fees, staff, activities, 
policies, and other programming issues will be made by mission center officers.

A modification as follows of the first resolved paragraph will be sought to assist the conference in accurately 
understanding the effect of the proposed action:

 Resolved, That it be recommended to the mission center officers that the reunion/family camp  
 schedule of 2015 be continued at all campgrounds operating in 2016 and 2017 to facilitate a  
 study of reunions, providing the director(s) of a reunion in 2015 are willing to serve in that  
 capacity for 2016 and 2017 and if new directors are needed that the vacancy be announced  
 throughout the Mission Center using several media methods;
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Resolution 12 – Limits for Camp and Reunion Attendance Fees and Programming 
Fees 

Submitted by the West Branch Congregation

Whereas, Community of Christ has historically valued camps and reunions as opportunities to participate in 
the mission of Jesus Christ;

Whereas, Many Community of Christ members bear testimony as to the important role camp and reunion 
gatherings were, and are, to their own spiritual growth and discipleship commitment;

Whereas, There has been a significant reduction in the attendance, per capita, of reunions and youth camps 
in Michigan;

Whereas, There has been a significant increase in the cost of attending said camps and reunions; and

Whereas, There are friends and members of the church who are currently excluded from said camp and  
reunion ministry opportunities due to the economic hardships attending would impose; therefore, let it be

Resolved, That the cost for an individual to attend a Mission Center sponsored youth camp or reunion be  
limited to the resulting use fees of the campground where such camp or reunion is held;

Resolved, That the cost of programming at a Mission Center sponsored camp or reunion be covered by the Mis-
sion Center as a ministry offered, but, that the Mission Center have the privilege of receiving free will offering 
from those in attendance at such camp or reunion to aid in cost recovery;

Resolved, That all staff persons in attendance of such Mission Center sponsored camp or reunion (with excep-
tion of World Church guest ministry) will pay their share of the use fees of the campground where such event 
is being held; and

Resolved, That the Mission Center Leadership establish family and youth camping ministry opportunities for 
2017 that have no attendance fees, beyond free will offerings,  and encourage the people to practice Generos-
ity as a means of providing  life altering experiences with God for the last and least of our communities and 
congregations.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Community of Christ policy indicates that “responsibility for programs occurring at campgrounds (reunions, 
camps, etc.) rests with the officers of mission centers sponsoring those programs.” [Church Administrator’s Hand-
book 2005 Edition, p. 50]  Consequently the resolution as written would be ruled out of order because it conflicts 
with church policy.

Upon moving this resolution it will be permissible for the motion to be modifie d to add “That it be recommended 
to the mission center officers” at the beginning of each of the resolved paragraphs


