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Saturday, February 7, 2015, 6:00pm
Progressive Sacrifice Dinner is being planned.
We will start at the church with Appetizers with
Ruthie; go to Sherry & Monte's for Salad; go to
Eleanor's for Soup; to the church for Main Entree
with Ron and to Krista's house for Dessert.

Our Congregation Winter
Retreat

Ruth Eaton was ordained to the office of
Teacher in the priesthood of Community of Christ on
January 25, 2015. It was a beautiful service of
worship and hymns. The spoken word, was given by
our Mission Center President Deb Crowley. Deb was
also the spokesperson for the ordination, assisted by
our Pastor, Eleanor West.

Several of our congregation, three from
Inland Congregation and four from Cheboygan
spent a beautiful weekend at the Park of the
Pines, January 23-25.
Our congregation retreat was wonderful..
The kids had a ball, sledding, making snowmen
and playing together.. The retreat was geared
for the children, but the adults had a good time
also. Wonderful meals cooked by our caretaker,
Bill.. Thanks to everyone that made the retreat a
success..
Sorry that all of the congregation couldn't
be there to feel the presence of God throughout
the weekend.
Pictures on Page 5
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Prayer Requests
In your daily personal prayers, please
remember those on this list.
Family Members not attending
All military and civilians serving in
dangerous places

Happy February Birthday!

Bob Wirth -- fell, bumping his head.
Presently in the hospital.

February 6: Shelly Landon
21: Savannah Kroondyk

Prayers requested for conflict resolutions
Our church members and friends around the world
Marlene Groh -- arthritis
Bill Mines -- was hospitalized with cellulitis in his
legs, but is home now. Still needs prayers for full
recovery

Congregation Mission Statement

Boyne City Beacon
Pastors: Eleanor West , Sandi Ecker & Ron Fuller
Editor: Sandi Ecker
The Boyne City Beacon is published by the Boyne
City Congregation of Community of Christ. If you
would like a copy of the newsletter mailed to your
home, contact Sandi Ecker, 3006 Ross Ln, East
Jordan, MI 49727; phone (231) 547-0429. Donations
for mailing costs accepted and appreciated. To
receive an email version in PDF format contact Sandi
at leesan@charter.net or sandi.ecker@gmail.com
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Pastor's Column
By Ron Fuller
Like a child who
hit their sibling and
immediately spouts a
laundry list of hurts, real
or imagined, that they have inflicted upon us. But
wholeness can't be obtained through justification.
Wholeness can be obtained through forgiving
even when we realize that forgiveness will not be
granted to us. Wholeness can be obtained
through servanthood to the bruised and
brokenhearted, those "enmeshed in sin".
Wholeness is usually not deserved, but it is
possible. It cannot be earned but it is sometimes
granted. But how can I expect mercy unless I am
willing to grant it to others? How can I expect
peace unless I am more peaceable than my
neighbor?

I'm sorry
"I'm sorry" is a phrase that is often
meaningless and yet at other times profound.I
am a lexical conservative (I like words and I
prefer them to retain their meaning. I sometimes
find it irritating when common usage of a word
has nothing to do with what it has always
meant).
Sorry is an expression of sorrow, a stating
that you mourn what has occurred. Many times
the person using this phrase has no sorrow
about what they just did and given the
opportunity would do it again (especially if they
thought they wouldn't get caught this time).
I suspect making a child tell someone
they're sorry does not make them any more
sensitive to the feelings of others; it just makes
them a liar also. True sorrow is not expressed in
empty words, but in acts of reconciliation. Sorry
used with its true meaning is expressed in
action.
Sorry is a restorative declaration, and we
all know that some of the things we do cannot be
easily wiped away. Whether done in
carelessness or in spite, there are some things
that cannot be fixed - the damage is permanent.
Often we do not deserve nor should we expect
forgiveness. We cannot undo what we have
done, or what we have said. We can only accept
the consequence upon ourselves. Within our
religious tradition little is said about penance. But
sometimes the only restorative act we can do is
a submission of ourselves to the one who was
hurt. But we are unlikely to do anything of the
sort. We do not want reconciliation, we want
justification.
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Leadership Responsibilities

The Power of the
Watermelon Seed

Duties for Social Leaders
Take care of Potluck Dinners
Help set up B put food & drinks out
Help put food away
Wash off tables in eating area
Clean up kitchen
Wash dishes or put in dishwasher
Sweep floor
Plan menu, Post Needed Food and Carry Out
Special Dinners Such as: Easter Breakfast,
Thanksgiving Dinner, etc
It doesn=t mean you have to do all the work yourself;
you can ask others to help.

Christian Education Director
Responsible for 9:45am Worship
Appoint Teachers
Help Teachers as needed
Christmas Program
Vacation Church School
It doesn=t mean you have to do all the work yourself;
you can ask others to help.

Duties for Church School Teachers
Teach lesson using church materials
Clean up room after class
Vacuum room after church, if necessary
If you are going to be gone, please arrange for
someone to take care of your class.

Duties for Secretary
Take minutes of all business meetings
Record the minutes in book (in closet)
Send copy to Pastor(s)

Church Cleaners
Follow list on the wall in furnace room

For Work Day B all volunteers to thoroughly clean
and do any large maintenance jobs
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Pictures from our Retreat

Winner of the Snowman Contest
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This ongoing tension of being in the world,
but not of the world keeps us dependent on Jesus.
Indeed, He prays for us to walk this fine line of being
and doing. Without these two pressure points, we
would drift through life self-reliant and ineffective in
eternity. It=s from of our time spent with the Lord that
we understand how to spend our time with people.
Invite the world into our world requires trust. When
we take our world into the world, it requires radical
trust. Christ compounds our faith investments into
the fruit of saved souls and changed lives. Be inCnot
of!

In Not Of
by Boyd Bailey
"They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you
sent me into the world, I have sent them into the
world." John 17:16-18
It is somewhat surreal to think and reassuring
to knowCone day I will awake, not in this world, but in
heaven. But in the meantime, I am left with a mission
from God to stay engaged in secular society. My role
is not to be spiritually sterilized by modern mores that
miss Christ=s heart, but to fertilize faith in God. The
easier route is to check out of culture and check in
exclusively with Christians. But I miss advertising
Jesus if I stay secluded from society. Like a
thermostat regulates a room=s temperature, so my
engagement in life can keep warm the culture=s
conversation about God.

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make
myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as
possible (1 Corinthians 9:19).

Jesus describes to His disciples this ongoing
tension of being an influencer for good while not being
influenced by bad. Sin does not need to be
experienced to know it=s harmful. Thus, the task of
these early followers of Jesus was to bring faith in
God to a godless society. Not just faith in God, but
faith in God through His son Jesus Christ. Their divine
mission was to live and proclaim the gospel, so
believers of the good news changed for good, and
thus, the culture changed for good. The disciples
remained in the world so the world would embrace its
Savior.

You are walking through life holding gems in
your hand. They're your strengths, gifts, and all that
God has placed within you. The world will try to
dismiss them. "Nothing special." "Won't amount to
anything." "Not good enough." But hopefully your
heart pauses and says, "Wait a minute. Let's call in
someone who can truly evaluate the worth." That's
when Jesus comes and enters the picture. He leans
over your life and declares, "Priceless!"

You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and
trampled under foot. (Matthew 5:13).

Pretty please with sugar on top dare to accept
that what Jesus says about you is genuine - that you
are a treasure, of great worth, a person with infinite
value. No matter what anyone says. No matter what
you've done. No matter how you feel.

You are called to be salt and light for your
savior Jesus. Does your life in Christ engage other
lives for Christ? Or, are you so worldly minded you=ve
lost your influence for the Lord? If a person=s behavior
becomes better when they are around youCyou=re
salt. If they respect and love God, because you
respect and love GodCyou=re light. If your workplace
values reflect the values of your heavenly FatherC
you=re so tasty. If followers of Jesus leveraged their
circle of influence for Christ there would be a
revolution of righteousness. Use your influence for
God!
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February 2015
Date/Time Worship Leader
Speaker
Assisting
Musician
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February 1
9:00am:
9:45am;
10:00am:
11:00am:

Love God
Priesthood Meeting
Church School Worship
Classes
E. West
R. Eaton

S. Ecker

A. Seamon

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------February 8
Come and Be Healed
9:45am:
10:00am:
11:00am:
11:45am:
4:00pm:

Church School Worship
Classes
E. West
R. Fuller
Short Business Meeting
Grandvue Service

A. Seamon

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------February 15
Listen to the Beloved
9:45am:
10:00am:
11:00am:
Noon:

Church School Worship
Classes
R. Fuller
K. White
Potluck Dinner

A. Seamon

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------February 22
God Is Near
9:45am:
10:00am:
11:00am:

Church School Worship
Classes
R. Eaton
R. Fuller

A. Seamon

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Evening Activities

Dates to Remember

Wed, Feb. 4, 6:00pm: Prayer & Share with Priest
Sandi Ecker Theme: "Come and Be Healed"

Sat, Feb. 7, 6:00pm
Dinner

Progressive Sacrifice

Wed, Feb. 11, 6:00pm: Fellowship at The Brook
Sat, Feb. 21, 2-4pm: Children's Clothing Pantry
Wed, Feb. 18 , 6:00pm: Congregation Plannng
Meeting
Sun, Feb. 25 6:00pm: Prayer & Share with Elder
Ron Fuller Theme: "Be a Coveant People
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3006 Ross Ln
East Jordan, MI 49727
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