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Happy New Year
Just some of the highlights from the Editor:
Looking Back over 2016:
January B We enjoyed our winter congregation
retreat at the Park of the Pines, with Dan & Abby
Nowiski as our guests.
Sledding Party and Pizza.  Many were sick, so only
nine were able to be there, but they had fun.

February B We gave the worship service at
Grandvue, which the residents seem to enjoy.

March B Annual Easter Egg Hunt, many helped fill
the plastic eggs for Ron to hide.
Annual Easter breakfast followed by Easter worship.

April B Our youth sponsored a Spaghetti Dinner to
raise money for camp.

Presidency Steve Veazey gave Words of Counsel for
our prayerful consideration.

May 29th was our election of officers for our
congregation, starting September 1B August 31,
2017.

June B we gave the worship at Grandvue again.
Isaiah Uselman was confirmed

July B Katie Carson was confirmed.  Many of our
congregation attended Family Camp at the Park of
the Pines.
At least thirteen of our youth were able to attend
youth camp.
Alyssa Seamon was baptized July 14th

Sophie Eaton was baptized on the 14th and
confirmed on the 31st

Riley Ecker, Aria & Bradley Lundy were blessed on
the 24th

August B VBS
On the 14th, Alyson Sweet was baptized

September B Our congregation sponsored a Temple
School class B Introduction to Scripture

October B Hayride was planned but thee weather
didn=t cooperate B hopefully we will have better luck
this year.
Annual Halloween Party
sponsored the Red Cross Blood Drive

November B Thanksgiving (Sacrifice) Dinner, with lots
of good food.
Alyssa Seamon was confirmed on the 20th

December B on the 11th, Alyson Sweet was
confirmed
We had the worship at Grandvue
Another blood drive B Tuesday, Dec. 27th

New Years Eve Party at Eleanor=s
Every month we went to The Brook on the 2nd

Wednesday.

Children=s Clothing Pantry was every month at the 3rd

Saturday

Looking Forward in 2017
Many of the activities we participated in last year, will
continue in 2017.

I=m looking forward to a good year together!
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Pastors: Sandi Ecker, Eleanor West & Ron Fuller

Editor:   Sandi Ecker
The Boyne City Beacon is published by the Boyne
City Congregation of Community of Christ.  If you
would like a copy of the newsletter mailed to your
home, contact Sandi Ecker, PO Box 489, Walloon
Lake, MI 49796-0489; phone (231) 547-0429.
Donations for mailing costs accepted and
appreciated.  To receive an email version in PDF
format contact Sandi at leesan@charter.net or
sandi.ecker@gmail.com

Happy January Birthday!

Prayer Requests
 In your daily personal prayers, please
remember those on this list.

All military and civilians serving in
dangerous places

Our church members and friends
around the world

Marlene Groh -- arthritis

Our enemies --  “. . . for they know
not what they do.”

Michelle Archer -- peace, joy, strength & healing.

Ileen Newlin  -- still having some issues

Janet Balogh -- Tremors

Sue McDonald -- breast cancer

Karen Ryan -- liver problems

Tim Follette -- in remission

Sophi Eber -- shingles

                   January 3:   David Ecker
         18:   Ammie Cole
         21:   Mindy Seamon
         29:   Katie Carson

God's Work Children's
Clothing Pantry

Our next children's clothing pantry will be held
January  21st, from 2-4pm.  Anyone that can help with
set up on Friday evening and during the pantry would
be much appreciated.
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Pastor's Column
By Ron Fuller

Lately I've been seeing a resurgence of people

stating that society's problems would go away if there

was a little more discipline. These are often

accompanied with pictures of children being spanked.

Yes, I agree that discipline is needed but often people

are confusing the two words, discipline and

punishment.

Punishment is something someone does to

someone else, whereas effective discipline is what we

do to and for ourselves. If we discipline ourselves we

become less likely to punish. Growing up punishment

mostly left me confused. I often did not understand

why I was punished, and on those rare occasions I

figured it out the punishment has less to do with what

I did than what kind of stresses the punisher was

experiencing, and the most severe punishments

seemed to have nothing to do with my actions.

Discipline has everything to do with

controlling yourself - what you do and what you say.

If I learn to control myself I will avoid saying things

because I feel compelled to say them. Maybe

someone's life will be better if they avoided certain

self-destructive behaviors, but me blurting that out

has no purpose if there is no likelihood that the words

will change those behaviors. Often what happens is

that the person speaking feels so offended that they

determine they "have to" say or do something, and

the person hearing is so offended in response that

they automatically dismiss what is said as well as

everything else the person says. In order for your

words to change lives like that you would first have to

build relationships with the other person strong

enough to withstand the stress of what you choose to

say or do.

I need to emphasize the word "choose" in the

preceding sentence. Part of discipline is not allowing

yourself to be pulled in to

emotional responses to

all the stresses of life. If

you respond make sure

you are responding because you decided that will be

most likely to yield a favorable outcome. I suspect

that if you choose this path you are more likely to

have more favorable outcomes. I must caution you

however that you need to avoid the tendency to

choose courses of action that you are emotionally

disposed to and then convince yourself that those are

the best choices. If you find you have a poor track

record of successes you might just be fooling

yourself. We can always justify what we want to do,

but if we want results we learn that is the path to

history's dustbin. The world always finds

rationalizations for things like slavery, bigotry,

selfishness, and war, but in the end the promises turn

out to be empty.
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The Task of
Reconciliation

by Henry Nouwin

What is our task in this world as children
of God and brothers and sisters of Jesus? Our
task is reconciliation. Wherever we go we see
divisions among people - in families,
communities, cities, countries, and continents. All
these divisions are tragic reflections of our
separation from God. The truth that all people
belong together as members of one family under
God is seldom visible. Our sacred task is to
reveal that truth in the reality of everyday life.
Why is that our task? Because God sent Christ to
reconcile us with God and to give us the task of
reconciling people with one another. As people
reconcile with God through Christ we have been
given the ministry of reconciliation" (see: 2
Corinthians 5:18). So whatever we do the main
question is, Does it lead to reconciliation among
people?

How do we work for reconciliation? First
and foremost by claiming for ourselves that God
through Christ has reconciled us to God. It is not
enough to believe this with our heads. We have
to let the truth of this reconciliation permeate
every part of our beings. As long as we are not
fully and thoroughly convinced that we have
been reconciled with God, that we are forgiven,
that we have received new hearts, new spirits,
new eyes to see, and new ears to hear, we
continue to create divisions among people
because we expect from them a healing power
they do not possess. Only when we fully trust
that we belong to God and can find in our
relationship with God all that we need for our
minds, hearts, and souls, can we be truly free in
this world and be ministers of reconciliation. This
is not easy; we readily fall back into self-doubt
and self-rejection. We need to be constantly
reminded through God's Word, the sacraments,
and the love of our neighbours that we are
indeed reconciled.
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January 2017
Date/Time    Worship Leader Speaker  Assisting  Musician
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

    Evening Activities                        Dates to Remember

Wed, Jan. 4, 6:00pm:  Prayer & Share with Priest
Sandi Ecker.  Theme:  "Jesus the Beloved"

Wed,  Jan. 11, 6:00pm:  Fellowship at The Brook

Wed, Jan. 18, 6:00pm:  Congregation Planning
Meeting

Wed, Jan. 25, 6:00pm: Prayer & Share

Jan. 6-8:  Congregation  Retreat at the Park of the
Pines

 Sat, Jan. 21, 2-4pm: Chldren's Clothing Pantry

Sat, Jan. 28, 5:30pm:  Sacrifice Supper & Candy
Bar Bingo

January 1:                                  Weep for the Children

           11:00am: L. Ecker  R. Fuller     A. Seamon
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
January 6-8:            Congregation Retreat at The Park of the Pines

Guest ministry:  Kevin & Lori White
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
January 15:                         Behold the Lamb of God

Racial Justuce Day
10:00am: Classes

           11:00am: R. Fuller  R. Eaton     A. Seamon
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
January 22:                          Follow Me
  10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: R. Eaton  S. Ecker     A. Seamon
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
January 29:                         Listen to Jesus
  10:00am: Classes
           11:00am: S. Ecker  L. Ecker     A. Seamon
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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