All are called according to the gifts
of God unto them…
—Doctrine and Covenants 119:8b

Ministry is humble service offered to communities, congregations, and the world
by disciples who follow Jesus Christ.
Ministry arises out of the fundamental understanding of God’s nature as revealed
in Jesus Christ and confirmed by the Holy Spirit. Ministry is about relationships in
the way that God/Jesus Christ/Holy Spirit reveals divine community that is inclusive,
sharing Christ’s peace and boundless love.
God’s nature emphasizes the importance of relationships: in a triune community
of three persons, God/Jesus Christ/Holy Spirit, and for a divine community that is
inclusive, sharing Christ’s peace and boundless love. These communities model and
bear witness of Jesus Christ.
As living expressions of Christ’s life, ministry, and continuing presence in the world,
disciples covenant with God to bring peace and reconciliation to the world, break
down the walls that divide people, and share Christ’s peace with everyone they meet.
Having been baptized and confirmed, disciples become fully immersed in the
servant life of Christ. Each day they choose to accept God’s grace, drawing closer
to God through spiritual practices that ground them in God’s love for them and all
people. They generously share Christ’s peace with people who need this healing,
transforming ministry. They make Christ’s mission, as proclaimed in Luke 4:18–19,
theirs as they engage in making the five Mission Initiatives a reality in their
communities, congregations, and the world.
As ministry takes place, sacred communities of unconditional love, tolerance,
reconciliation, and Unity in Diversity are born. These Christ-centered communities
invite and welcome those who are searching for a spiritual home and yearning
to know of God’s redeeming love. These grace-filled communities nurture and
empower disciples as Christ’s representatives to the many lives waiting to hear
the redeeming words of the gospel.

Priesthood
Priesthood is a sacred covenant involving the highest form of stewardship of body, mind, spirit,
and relationships. The priesthood shall be composed of people of humility and integrity who are
willing to extend themselves in service for others and for the well-being of the faith community.
—Doctrine and Covenants 163:6a

Priesthood members are called by God for specific ministries and servant-leadership roles.
Priesthood members express their calling and ministry in all aspects of life, bringing blessings to people in communities, congregations, and the world.
Priesthood members serve as a team of faithful servant ministers. They unite their divinelygiven gifts and talents with others to more completely express God’s love. They partner with
one another and the Holy Spirit to provide grace-filled sacraments and compassionate ministries. They are dedicated to creating sacred communities that prepare, equip, and send disciples in Christ’s mission.
Through whole-life stewardship of body and mind, priesthood members prepare themselves
through spiritual practices and lifelong learning to lead Christ’s mission in the world.
Priesthood members represent Community of Christ in their public ministry and daily lives.
In preaching, teaching, and celebration of the sacraments, priesthood members proclaim the
gospel of Jesus Christ in responsible, consistent, and affirming ways.
Priesthood authority originates from God, especially through God present with us in Jesus
Christ. We see the foundation of authority in Jesus Christ, who humbly knelt to wash his
disciples’ feet. This authority is sacramental in nature and requires the highest integrity and
faithfulness from each priesthood member.
Community of Christ authorizes ordained ministers to represent the church in ministry. The
church trusts they will follow church policies and procedures, and reflect the church’s mission, Enduring Principles, and beliefs in their public ministry and daily lives.
Priesthood is a sacred covenant with God and the church. Each priesthood member commits
to God’s call and responds through faithful discipleship. Ministry is enriched as priesthood
members magnify their calling through spiritual growth, study, exemplary generosity, ethical
choices, and fully-accountable ministry.

Serving Together to Fulfill
Christ's Mission
Each day disciples choose to make Christ's mission theirs
as they engage in making the five Mission Initiatives a
reality in their communities, congregations, and the world.
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DEACONS

Chris t primarily as minis t ers ...
of presence who model
Jesus as Comforter through
ministries of hospitality,
preparation, and addressing the physical needs of
people, especially the poor.

who express the nature
and love of God by
growing in Christ-like
character, love, concern,
generosity, and mission.

E s peci a l l y

TEACHERS

PRIESTS

ELDERS

SEVENTIES

HIGH PRIESTS

BISH

of presence who model
Jesus as Peacemaker
through interpersonal
(one-to-one) reconciliation
and peacemaking.

of presence who
model Jesus as Friend
in households, families,
congregations, and
community.

of congregational community-building, leading
others in the congregation
in pursuing the Mission
Initiatives.

of evangelism through
witnessing, inviting,
and church planting.

of vision who model
servant leadership and
mentor and develop
leaders in congregations,
mission centers, and
communities.

of generosity w
God’s grace an
Aaronic priesth

the Worth of All Persons
and create an environment
that is ready to listen
and slow to criticize
with individuals and
in congregations.

God’s gift of unconditional
love for each household
and family member.

Christ-centered congregational community by
modeling intentional
witness and invitation
and mentoring others
in Christ’s mission.

Jesus Christ’s invitation
to faithful discipleship
through vibrant witness.
Train individuals and
congregations in witness
and invitation.

the peace of Jesus Christ in
congregations and groups
of congregations, mission
centers, and communities.

response to Go
generous grac
giving to our t
to support Chr
throughout th

individuals to encourage
peace and healing of relationships, and where needed, reconciliation through
trained facilitators.

households and families
to support their spiritual
growth and discipleship
response through
prayer, knowledge of
scripture, and nurturing
relationships.

congregations to build
sacred community and
engage in Christ’s mission.

seekers, individually and
in groups, to share the
gospel in relevant ways
and to invite response.

congregations, mission
centers, apostolic fields,
and communities in
discovering God’s call.

individuals, ho
families, and c
tions to promo
principles of A
Generous Resp

extending the hand of
reconciliation to those
with broken spirits and
encouraging participation
in the blessings of the
sacraments.

preparing households and
families by helping find
pathways for healing.
Preside if needed and
perform some sacraments.

preparing congregations
for sacramental encounters
with God. Preside at
sacramental services and
perform most sacraments.

preparing people for baptism and/or confirmation.
Preside at sacramental
services and perform most
sacraments.

fostering spiritual growth
and wholeness in congregations and preparing
them for sacramental
experiences. Preside at
sacramental services and
perform most sacraments.

lifting up the p
generosity evi
sacraments. Pr
sacramental se
perform most

encouraging development
and nurturing of a healing,
redeeming, and prayerful
environment.

advocating for members,
households, and families
throughout the congregation and community.

serving as ministers
of mission within and
beyond the walls of the
congregation.

inviting individuals,
households, and families
to respond to Christ’s call
to discipleship.

building bridges between
people, congregations,
mission centers, apostolic
fields, and ecumenical
settings to promote a
sense of the broader faith
community.

upholding the
of receiving an
Invite all to de
communities o
justice, and pe
support Christ

personally living out and
encouraging others to
build relationships based
on love and acceptance
and referring individuals
for reconciliation to appropriate professional services.

being involved and knowledgeable about community services that may assist
those in need. Bring peace
to households and families.

leading justice and peacemaking in and through
congregations.

inviting people to experience all aspects of Christ’s
peace through active
discipleship.

bridging economic,
cultural, social, and
theological differences
in and among individuals,
congregations, mission
centers, and communities.

advocating for
justice in the c
world. Teach th
of A Disciple’s
Response in re
God’s grace.

bishops, pastors, and
evangelists.

bishops, elders, pastors,
and congregational
financial officers.

pastors, mission
center officers, priests,
seventies, high priests,
and evangelists.

mission center officers,
apostles, elders, and
evangelists.

apostles, evangelists,
mission center leaders,
pastors, elders, and
ecumenical associations.

the Presiding B
apostles, missi
officers, congr
financial office
Aaronic priesth

procl a i m a n d p romote ...
the cause of the Peaceable
Kingdom by nurturing
individuals, households,
and families in the
congregation and
community.

Jesus Christ through
covenant relationship
with God and the faith
community.

Part i cul a rl y

mini ste r wit h ...

individuals, households,
families, and communities
by nurturing right relationships with God, self, others,
and all creation.

individuals, households,
and families by
assisting them in their
life stewardship.

S u pport

sacrame ntal mi nistries by ...

Promote

community by ...

Promote

just ice and peacemakin g by ...

engaging in sacramental
living and preparing
spiritually to participate
in the sacraments.

engaging in activities that
uphold the Worth of All
Persons, caring for the
congregation so it is
welcoming, and inviting
others to join in fellowship.

participating in partnership
with the poor to overcome
injustice and poverty.

preparing the sacred space
to enhance the presence of
the Spirit and by providing
welcoming ministry for all
to participate.

creating an environment
of hospitality, reaching out
in loving, joyful service,
and welcoming everyone.

working for economic
justice through meeting
the needs of the poor, the
sick, the helpless, and the
unloved.

C reate ministry partners h ips with...
other disciples, priesthood,
pastors, and mission center
officers.

bishops, pastors, and
congregational financial
officers.

er to Fulfill Christ's Mission
SEVENTIES
of evangelism through
witnessing, inviting,
and church planting.

Jesus Christ’s invitation
to faithful discipleship
through vibrant witness.
Train individuals and
congregations in witness
and invitation.

seekers, individually and
in groups, to share the
gospel in relevant ways
and to invite response.

preparing people for baptism and/or confirmation.
Preside at sacramental
services and perform most
sacraments.
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HIGH PRIESTS
of vision who model
servant leadership and
mentor and develop
leaders in congregations,
mission centers, and
communities.

the peace of Jesus Christ in
congregations and groups
of congregations, mission
centers, and communities.

congregations, mission
centers, apostolic fields,
and communities in
discovering God’s call.

fostering spiritual growth
and wholeness in congregations and preparing
them for sacramental
experiences. Preside at
sacramental services and
perform most sacraments.

BISHOPS

Represent

EVANGELISTS

Chris t primarily as minis t ers ...

of generosity who express
God’s grace and mentor
Aaronic priesthood.

E s peci a l l y

response to God’s
generous grace and
giving to our true capacity
to support Christ’s mission
throughout the world.

Part i cul a rl y

individuals, households,
families, and congregations to promote the
principles of A Disciple’s
Generous Response.

God’s personal and
particular love for individuals, households, families,
congregations, and groups
of people seeking spiritual
guidance.

mini ste r wit h . . .

of leading global
mission by inviting
others to Christ’s Peace
as apostolic witnesses.

of prophetic visioning
and worldwide church
leadership.

God’s reign; Christ’s
mission; and church
identity, message, and
beliefs in diverse cultural
contexts.

God’s vision for
creation and the
church’s mission
throughout the world.

individuals, households,
families, and congregations to share God’s
personal love and
blessings.

groups of disciples and
seekers in diverse cultures
to share the gospel in
relevant ways and to
invite response.

World Church leaders,
priesthood, members,
affiliates, and partner
organizations to promote
Christ’s mission.

S u pport

sacrame ntal mi nistries by . . .

Promote

community by . . .

Promote

just ice and peacemakin g by . . .

lifting up the principles of
generosity evident in the
sacraments. Preside at
sacramental services and
perform most sacraments.

building bridges between
people, congregations,
mission centers, apostolic
fields, and ecumenical
settings to promote a
sense of the broader faith
community.

upholding the principles
of receiving and sharing.
Invite all to develop
communities of generosity,
justice, and peace to
support Christ’s mission.

inviting people to experience all aspects of Christ’s
peace through active
discipleship.

bridging economic,
cultural, social, and
theological differences
in and among individuals,
congregations, mission
centers, and communities.

advocating for economic
justice in the church and
world. Teach the principles
of A Disciple’s Generous
Response in response to
God’s grace.

apostles, evangelists,
mission center leaders,
pastors, elders, and
ecumenical associations.

of blessing through
spiritual companionship,
sanctuary, and revival.

PRESIDENCY

procl a i m a n d p romot e . . .

inviting individuals,
households, and families
to respond to Christ’s call
to discipleship.

mission center officers,
apostles, elders, and
evangelists.

APOSTLES

emphasizing the revelation
of God’s love and desire
to bless through the sacrament of evangelist blessing. Preside at sacramental
services and perform
sacraments.

spiritually forming
communities of disciples
and seekers who live
deeply and generously
in Christ’s Spirit.

transforming congregations into genuine sacred
communities that express
Christ’s peace in the world.

C reate ministry partners h ips with. . .
the Presiding Bishopric,
apostles, mission center
officers, congregational
financial officers, and
Aaronic priesthood.

mission center officers,
pastors, teachers, elders,
seventies, apostles, and
high priests.

interpreting sacramental
meaning and application
in diverse cultural contexts.
Preside at sacramental
services and perform most
sacraments.

interpreting sacramental
meaning and procedures
for the worldwide church.
Highlight the need to
look to the sacraments
for spiritual growth and
revival.

promoting holistic
“signal communities” of
Christ’s peace throughout
the world.

leading and pastoring
the worldwide faith
community.

building an international
community of congregations as a global witness
of Christ’s peace.

leading justice and peacemaking initiatives for the
World Church, including
partnering with other
national and international
organizations.

seventies, high priests,
evangelists, bishops, and
mission center officers.

Melchisedec priesthood.
Responsible for all priesthood organization and
ministries.

